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Welcome to IndianaMUNC VII! Indiana Model United Nations is very excited to 

be hosting the seventh iteration of our annual conference in a virtual format in 

the year of COVID-19. Rest assured, however! This year, your delegates will 

continue to tackle pressing issues as they compete in a range of diverse 

committees. They can expect to engage in passionate debate, complex 

negotiation, and cooperative problem-solving. Our blend of General Assemblies, 

Specialized and Crisis committees will give them the chance to work with global 

issues from the past, present, and perhaps even future. We have written and 

assembled our education materials this year to provide your delegates will all the 

tools they need for success at IndianaMUNC VII. As in years previous, we have 

prepared monthly education guides with the aim to give to you, an advisor or 

head delegate attending IndianaMUNC VII, the ability to train your team both 

during and before meetings. In addition, this year’s guides will hopefully aid in 

navigating a virtual conference, as the operations and necessary skills will 

inevitably be altered. This month’s guide contains IndianaMUNC VII’s Rules of 

Procedure (RoP), introductions to our different committee types, lesson plans 

covering public speaking and committee purview, take home activities, and a 

General Assembly simulation where your delegates can practice all of their newly 

learned skills. This is the first of five guides, which will build upon each other as 

more complex and advanced ideas, topics, and skills are introduced. The 

Secretariat of IndianaMUNC VII strives to educate your delegates with skills that 

are not only useful for our conference but also for their professional 

development. Our goal is that these activities will aid them in becoming 

politicians, businesspeople, diplomats, researchers, and leaders, regardless of 

their field. We hope that this guide is helpful along the way and that it enables 

each of your delegates to have confidence in their abilities to compete at 

conference.  

Above all, we are incredibly excited to see you and your delegates at 

IndianaMUNC VII in February!  

Ashley Sharpley, Secretary General IndianaMUNC VII February 19-21, 2021 01 
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Rules of 
Procedure 
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03 | Introduction to Parliamentary Procedure 

Procedural Matters 
On procedural matters, all Member 
States must vote. Abstentions are 
not allowed. 
Substantive Matters 
Substantive matters include all draft 
resolutions, amendments, and 
divisions of the question. Member 
States may vote yes, no, or abstain 
from voting. Abstentions are non-
votes and are not included in the tally 
when determining the passage of a 
resolution. Member States are not 
permitted to explain their vote with 
rights. 
Quorum 
In order for a committee session to 
be opened and debate to proceed, 
one-third of the expected members 
of a committee must be present.  To 
be able to vote on substantive 
matters, a majority (one-half plus 
one) of the expected members of a 
committee are required to be 
present. 
Function of the Speaker’s List 
In all speaker’s list speeches, 
delegates may choose to speak on 
anything related to the topic that has 
been chosen. The time limit on 
speeches within the speaker’s list will 
be one minute and thirty seconds by 
default, although this can be 
changed through a Motion to Set 
Speaking Time. 

The speaker’s list is the default 
method of debate at IndianaMUNC. 
As long as there has been no motion 
for another form of debate (i.e. a 
Moderated Caucus or an 
Unmoderated Caucus), the speaker’s 
list will continue until debate has 
been closed. Debate can be closed 
either through a motion or by 
exhausting the speaker’s list. If the 
speaker’s list has been exhausted, 
then debate is considered closed and 
the committee moves immediately 
into voting procedure. 
The Chair may use their discretion to 
add Member States to the speaker’s 
list in order to improve the quality of 
debate at IndianaMUNC. 
Purview 
This can be defined as the functions 
and powers of each committee. 
Delegates should refer to their 
background guides, as well as official 
UN sources, such as the Charter of 
the United Nations and the Agenda 
of the United Nations General 
Assembly, to determine the purview 
of their committee. Delegates should 
refrain from legislating on matters 
outside the purview of their 
committee. 
Simple Majority 
A majority in which there are a higher 
number of votes in affirmation of the 
matter being voted upon than those 
in negation.  



Education Guide 

 

 
Indiana Model United Nations Conference VII | September Education Guide 
 

Contact us at admin@indianamun.com or visit indianamun.com 
 

04 | Introduction to Parliamentary Procedure 
Two-Thirds Majority 
A majority in which at least two-thirds 
of all votes are in affirmation of the 
matter on which the committee is 
voting. 
Yielding 
During formal debate at 
IndianaMUNC, speakers may yield to 
the Chair, to another delegate, and to 
points of inquiry after they are 

finished speaking. However, a 
delegate may only yield to another 
delegate if he or she requests the 
permission of the Chair before the 
start of the speech to do so. A 
delegate may only yield to points of 
inquiry if they have 30 seconds or 
more left in their speaking time, as 
IndianaMUNC does not recognize 
extra time for questioning. 

Opening Debate 
Roll Call 
The first order of business at the beginning of any committee session is roll call. 
The Chair will go through the country roster and call upon each delegation. 
Delegations who are present may respond by simply stating “present” or “present 
and voting.” A delegation that has declared itself “present and voting” is no longer 
allowed to abstain on substantive matters. If a Member State does not declare 
itself present or present and voting at the start of the committee session, then a 
note must be sent to the Chair stating that the delegation is “present” or “present 
and voting.” Any Member State that has not declared itself “present” or “present 
and voting” may not be recognized by the Chair for any reason until this has 
occurred. Roll call will be taken at the beginning of each committee session, 
before any motions are made. 
Motion to Set the Agenda 
This motion specifies the order in which topics will be debated. For example, 
“Motion to set the agenda to Topic A, followed by Topic B.” An agenda must be 
set before moving into formal debate on either topic. If an agenda is not set in a 
timely manner, the Chair may use their discretion to automatically move into 
Topic A. 
This motion requires a second, is debatable (requires 2 for, 2 against), and 
requires a simple majority to pass. 
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05 | General Debate 
Motion to Open the Speaker’s 
List 
The committee must motion to open 
the speaker’s list to begin debate on 
the topics at hand. As soon as the 
speaker’s list has been opened, the 
Chair will call upon all Member 
States wishing to speak to raise their 
placards to be added to the list. The 
list will then proceed according to the 
order in which the Chair added the 
names to the speaker’s list. Once the 
speaker’s list is open, any Member 
State may add its name to the 
speaker’s list either by sending a 
note to the Dais (Chair and Vice 
Chair) or by raising its placard when 
the Chair requests more speakers. 
Member States already on the 
speaker’s list may only be added 
again if the Chair determines that no 
other Member States wish to speak. 
This motion is not debatable and 
requires a simple majority to pass. 
Motion to Set the Speaking 
Time 
This motion is used when a delegate 
wishes to change the speaking time 
of speeches made by Member States 
on the speaker’s list from the default 
of one minute and thirty seconds to 
another speaking time. 
This motion requires a second, is not 
debatable, and requires a simple 
majority to pass. 
Motion for a Moderated Caucus 
To allow for more focused, fast-
paced debate on specific issues 

relevant to the topic, a committee 
may wish to steer away from the 
speaker’s list and move into a 
moderated caucus. During a 
moderated caucus delegates are 
only permitted to speak on the issue 
that was stated during the motion. 
The Chair will ask for all delegates 
who are wishing to speak to raise 
their placards. The Chair may, at 
their discretion, call on delegates 
wishing to speak a) one at a time, or 
b) in groups of 3 or 4 in order to 
expedite the calling process. It is 
expected that the delegate making 
the motion specify a time limit for the 
speeches, the total time of the 
moderated caucus, and a purpose 
for the moderated caucus. The 
delegate should attempt to ensure 
that the total time of moderated 
caucuses is perfectly divisible by the 
speaking time. 
 
Note: The Chair will absorb all 
remaining speaking time in a 
moderated caucus if a delegate does 
not use all of their time - # of 
speakers per caucus does not 
change if speakers do not use all of 
their time. 
Example: “Motion for a moderated 
caucus of 9 minutes with a 45 
second speaking time to discuss the 
redrawing territorial boundaries.” 
This motion is not debatable and 
requires a simple majority to pass. 
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Right of Reply 
This is a right to speak in reply to a speech in which a Member 
State has been personally attacked or insulted. The 
delegation of the Member State that was personally insulted in 
the speech must raise their placard immediately after the 
discourteous speech concludes and call out “right of reply.” 
The right of reply must be recognized by the Chair, who will 
then allow the delegate to speak for 30 seconds. Alternatively, 
delegates may invoke a written right of reply, which, if 
recognized, may be passed to the Dais and will be read aloud 
by the Chair. 
Right of reply speeches will only be granted by the Chair at 
their discretion in the event of a personal attack, and 
delegates should always refrain from making ad hominem 
arguments in debate. 
Note: Personal attacks directed at a delegate, rather than at 
the position of the delegate, do not warrant a right of reply and 
should instead be deferred to a USG for further discussion. 

 

06 | General Debate 
Motion for an Unmoderated Caucus 
During debate, any delegate may motion for an unmoderated caucus. This 
motion temporarily suspends the meeting to allow for informal debate, 
negotiation, coalition-building, and the writing of working papers, amendments, 
and draft resolutions. The delegate who is motioning for the caucus must specify 
the length of the caucus but does 
not have to state a purpose. 
This motion is not debatable and 
requires a simple majority to pass. 
Motion to Suspend the 
Meeting 
Suspension of the meeting 
suspends debate to allow for a 
planned break in the schedule.  
This motion is not debatable and 
requires a simple majority to pass. 
Motion to Adjourn Debate 
This motion is more commonly 
known as “tabling” a topic. When a 
committee approves the 
adjournment of debate on a topic, it 
puts off further discussion of the 
topic until a later point. A committee cannot adjourn debate on a topic if it is the 
only topic left to be debated. If adjournment is approved, then the committee 
moves immediately into debate on the next topic.  
This motion requires a second, is debatable (2 for, 2 against), and requires a 
two-thirds majority to pass. To move back into an adjourned topic also requires a 
two-thirds majority, but is not debatable. 
Motion to Close Debate 
This motion ends all debate on the topic being discussed and is synonymous 
with a motion to move into voting procedure. Once debate has been closed, the 
committee must move immediately into voting procedure. If a delegate motions to 
close debate, the Chair is required to inform the committee that they will move 
directly into voting procedure if the motion passes.  

Note: In crisis and some fast-paced specialized committees, delegates will instead 
make a motion to enter voting procedure instead of a motion to close debate. 

This motion requires a second, is debatable (2 for, 2 against), and requires a two-thirds 
majority to pass. 
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07 | Points 
Unlike a motion, the Chair does not have to recognize a Member State in order 
for a delegate to call out a relevant point. Nevertheless, we ask that all delegates 
wishing to raise a point be courteous and respectful and raise their point at an 
appropriate time. 

Point of 
Information 

A point of information can be raised when a delegate has a question for the 
Chair about procedural matters, conference logistics, or Chair’s preferences for 
debate. For example, a Point of Information might be raised to clarify the Chair’s 
gaveling procedure, how many signatories are required to submit a working 
paper or draft resolution, or when the session expires.  

This point may not interrupt a speaker, but is in order at any other point in 
debate. 

Point of Order 
A point of order can be raised when a delegate would like to bring any possible 
errors regarding parliamentary procedure and/or IndianaMUNC Rules of 
Procedure to light.  

This point should be made as soon as the error occurs.  

Point of Inquiry 
A point of inquiry should be directed toward another delegate or conference 
staffer who has yielded to such points and should be used to ask substantive 
questions of the speaker. Delegates may only make points of inquiry if the 
speaker has explicitly yielded to points of inquiry. Delegates wishing to ask a 
question after a speaker has yielded must wait to call out “Point of Inquiry” until 
the Chair has asked if there are any delegates wishing to ask a question. 

This point may not interrupt a speaker and is only in order when points of inquiry 
are yielded to. 

Point of Personal 
Privilege 

A point of personal privilege can only be raised when a delegate’s discomfort is 
inhibiting participation in debate. A delegate may only interrupt a speaker with 
this point if he/she cannot hear the speech being made, otherwise the delegate 
must wait until the conclusion of the speech. Examples of reasons for points of 
personal privilege include: 

• The committee room is too hot or too cold 
• There is too much side conversation in the room 
• The delegate cannot hear the speaker 
• An amendment, working paper, or draft resolution is not visible 
• Another delegate is becoming sick and in need of medical care or any 

other emergency situation 
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08 | The Resolution-Writing Process 
 
Working Paper vs. Draft Resolution  
At IndianaMUNC, working papers and draft resolutions are distinguished by their 
ability to be voted upon. Working papers have not been approved by the Dais nor 
submitted to Conference Services, and therefore may not be voted upon. A draft 
resolution is a more formal document that has been approved and submitted, 
and thus may be voted on. 
 
Note: Crisis-style committees do not utilize working papers and draft resolutions, 
and will instead write directives, which are shorter action notes adopted by the 
committee to respond to a crisis or prevent a future crisis. Future education 
guides will cover this further. 
 
Working Papers 
Working papers are rough drafts of resolutions and provide a basis for debate 
and collaboration in the chamber. Working papers may not be voted on. During 
committee, delegates may wish to distinguish between initial working papers 
and revised working papers.  
 

Initial Working Papers Revised Working Papers 

Initial working papers are typically 
less comprehensive and have not yet 
been merged with another 
coalition/working group of Member 
States. These initial working papers 
still need to follow the one-fifth rule for 
sponsors and signatories in order to 
be introduced by the Chair (see 
Signatories below). Since Chairs are 
not required to edit initial working 
papers for errors in spelling, 
grammar, or formatting before they 
are introduced, delegates must strive 
to produce well thought-out working 
papers and proofread for all errors. 
Chairs may, however, require that 
delegates edit their initial working 
papers if they are grossly 
illegible/confusing to read.  

Once initial working papers have been 
introduced, delegates will be 
encouraged to merge their initial 
working papers during unmoderated 
caucuses to produce more polished, 
comprehensive, and collaborative 
revised working papers that will 
eventually become draft resolutions. 
Before being approved by the Dais, a 
revised working paper wishing to 
become a draft resolution may go 
through an editing process that will 
require the delegates to make 
changes to their working paper so that 
it may become a draft resolution. 
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09 | The Resolution-Writing Process 
 

Draft Resolutions 
Draft resolutions are revised working papers that have been approved by the 
Dais and submitted to Conference Services. These are the most polished and 
comprehensive documents that may be voted on and can become a resolution. 
Draft resolutions, whether written or typed, should be free of spelling and 
grammar errors and require correct formatting. It is important that all draft 
resolutions remain within the purview of the committee. Once these requirements 
have been met, the document can be labelled as a draft resolution and it is ready 
to be introduced to the floor as such. 
 
Sponsors 
A working paper/draft resolution is 
introduced to a committee by two or 
more Member States who choose to 
sponsor the draft resolution. The 
sponsors have the intention of 
passing the draft resolution and are 
the primary authors. A sponsor may 
decide to withdraw their sponsorship 
from a draft resolution before voting 
procedure begins by sending a note 
to the Dais. The Chair will the inform 
the body of the withdrawal of that 
sponsor. However, a draft resolution 
must have a minimum of two 
Member States as sponsors. If a 
draft resolution is without enough 
sponsors, it will no longer exist as a 
draft resolution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signatories 
Each working paper/draft resolution 
must have signatures from one-fifth 
of the Member States present before 
it may be introduced to the body. The 
Dais will always announce this exact 
number at the start of each session. 
Sponsors must obtain signatures 
from other Member States to achieve 
the remainder of the one-fifth. A 
signatory may decide to withdraw 
their signature from a draft resolution 
before voting procedure begins by 
sending a note to the Dais. The chair 
will inform the body of the withdrawal 
of that signatory. It is important to 
note that signatory states do not 
need to be in support of the 
resolution, they simply need to have 
an interest in seeing the draft 
resolution debated. Signatures by 
Member States on more than one 
resolution per topic is allowed. 
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10 | The Resolution-Writing Process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amendments 
An amendment modifies a draft resolution by adding, removing, or replacing a 
word, sentence, clause, or subclause in a resolution. Two kinds of amendments 
exist: friendly and unfriendly. 

 
• Friendly amendments: A friendly amendment must be submitted to the 

Dais in writing via an official amendment form with signatures of the 
original sponsors of the draft resolution. Once the Dais receives the 
amendment form with all the required signatures, the amendment is 
automatically accepted and incorporated into the draft resolution. If the 
draft resolution is later put to a vote, the Dais will then remind the body of 
the amendment’s incorporation. 

• Unfriendly amendments: An unfriendly amendment is not supported by 
all of the original sponsors of the draft resolution. Consequently, an 
unfriendly amendment is required to have signatures from one-fifth of the 
body to be considered. Unfriendly amendments, once submitted to the 
Dais via an official unfriendly amendment form and assigned an 
amendment number by the Dais, may be voted on by the body during 
voting procedure. All unfriendly amendments are voted on after the closure 
of debate, before their respective draft resolutions, and in the order they 
were introduced. The Chair may conduct these proceedings at their 
discretion and may allow 1 delegate to speak in favor of and 1 delegate to 
speak against each unfriendly amendment before voting takes place. 
Unfriendly amendments require a simple majority to pass. If an unfriendly 
amendment passes, the changes outlined in the amendment will be 
incorporated into the relevant draft resolution. The amending of 
amendments is not permitted. 

Motion to Introduce Working Papers/Draft Resolutions 
Once the Dais has made a draft resolution visible to the entire body, it may be introduced 
formally to the floor. Since there may be many draft resolutions on the floor that are ready to be 
introduced at the same time, each one is assigned a number in order of submission to the Dais. 
Delegates may introduce draft resolutions in any order regardless of number by stipulating a 
specific order in their motion. Once a draft resolution has been introduced to the floor, it may be 
formally discussed in moderated caucuses and speaker’s list speeches. Initial working papers 
may also be introduced and debated before the merging/collaboration process. 
 
This motion is not debatable and requires a simple majority to pass. 

 



Education Guide 

 

 
Indiana Model United Nations Conference VII | September Education Guide 
 

Contact us at admin@indianamun.com or visit indianamun.com 
 

11 | Voting 
 

Once all draft resolutions have been brought to the floor and fully 
debated, it is appropriate to motion to close debate and move 
into voting procedure. All draft resolutions require a simple 
majority to pass. 
 
Voting Procedure 
After a motion to close debate or when the speaker’s list has been exhausted, 
the committee will move immediately into voting procedure. Draft resolutions will 
be voted on in the order in which they were submitted and approved by the Dais. 
Only a limited number of points and motions are allowed during voting procedure. 
They include: 
 
1. Motion to Reorder Draft Resolutions 
A delegate may motion to re-order resolutions if he/she is not satisfied with the 
current order. This motion requires a second, is debatable (1 for, 1 against), and 
requires a two-thirds majority to pass. 
 
2. Motion to Divide the Question 
After debate is closed on a topic, a Member State may motion to divide the 
question. This motion signifies that a delegate wishes to vote on one or more 
clauses of a draft resolution separately. The delegate must specify how they wish 
for the question to be divided in their motion. The Chair will then accept any other 
motions to divide the question. Once all divisions have been entertained by the 
Chair, they will call for 2 delegates to speak in favor and 2 to speak against on 
each division in the order they were presented. If the committee approves a 
motion to divide the question, the motions for alternate divisions will become 
dilatory. If a division passes, the separated portion will be voted on before the 
entire draft resolution. If that portion is voted down, the committee will vote on 
whether to pass the draft resolution minus the divided section. If the committee 
votes in favor of the divided portion, the draft resolution will be voted on in its 
original form. No part of the draft resolution will be passed if the final vote for the 
resolution fails. Draft resolutions must retain at least one preambulatory and one 
operative clause through this process to remain a valid draft resolution. 
 
Each motion to divide the question requires a second, is debatable (2 for, 2 
against), and requires a simple majority to pass. 
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12 | Voting 
 
Voting 
If the committee has approved of a motion to close debate and move into voting 
procedure and all motions to re-order draft resolutions or divide the question 
have been resolved, the committee will begin to vote upon all introduced draft 
resolutions in numerical order. Before each draft resolution is voted upon, the 
Chair will remind the body of all previously incorporated friendly amendments 
and will entertain the unfriendly amendment process. 

Methods of Voting 
Adoption by Consensus This option allows the body to adopt a draft 

resolution by consensus, with no debate or vote 
required. This method of voting on a draft 
resolution must be motioned for by a delegate. 
Adoption by consensus fails if any delegate 
opposes the motion. If adoption by consensus 
fails, then the body will move automatically into a 
placard vote. 

Placard Vote All procedural votes must be taken by placard. 
Substantive votes may also be conducted via a 
placard vote. The Chair will count the placards of 
Member States when they vote on certain issue 
and announce the result of the vote. 

Roll Call Only an option on substantive matters, a roll call 
vote may only occur if a Member State requests 
a roll call vote and the Chair chooses to allow it. 
The Chair has the right to rule a motion for a roll 
call vote dilatory if they determine that there is 
insufficient time for such a motion. Once the roll 
call vote has been motioned for and approved by 
a simple majority, the Chair will then read aloud 
the roster of all present Member States in 
alphabetical order. Each Member State will cast 
its vote aloud: in favor, opposed, or abstain. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Behavior During Voting 
Strict decorum must be maintained during this time. Behaviors such as talking, 
moving around the room, and note passing are not allowed. Committee members 
who leave the room during voting procedure will not have the ability to re-enter and 
will thus lose their voting privileges. During voting procedure only Faculty Advisors 
and conference staff members (excluding crisis staff, as all note passing between the 
crisis room and chamber will cease during voting) will be allowed to enter or leave the 
committee room. 
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13 | Additional Policies 
 

• All decisions of the Chair are final and not appealable, unless the 
Chair chooses to allow an appeal. 

• The Secretary-General retains the right to remove any delegate from 
committee whom they feel is significantly hindering debate in any 
way, with no refund granted on any fees or expenses to the delegate 
or their school. 

• The Secretariat retains the right to alter any and all of the above 
provisions before or during conference. 

• The use of pre-written or plagiarized resolutions is strictly prohibited. 

• We ask that all delegates refrain from the usage of electronics during 
formal debate. However, students may use laptops and tablets to 
write working papers, amendments, and draft resolutions during 
unmoderated caucuses. This policy may be amended if additional 
precautions become necessary due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Professional business attire is expected of all delegates participating 
in IndianaMUNC. 
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14 | ROP Short Form 
 

Motion Requires a 
Second? 

Debatable? Majority to 
Pass? 

Open the 
Speaker’s List 

No No Simple 

Set the 
Speaking Time 

Yes No Simple 

Set the Agenda Yes Yes (2 for, 2 
against) 

Simple 

Moderated 
Caucus 

No No Simple 

Unmoderated 
Caucus 

No No Simple  

Suspend the 
Meeting 

No No Simple 

Adjourn Debate 
(“table” a topic) 

Yes Yes (2 for, 2 
against) 

Two-thirds 

Re-entertain an 
adjourned topic 

No No Two-thirds 

Close Debate Yes Yes (2 for, 2 
against) 

Two-thirds 

Introduce 
Working 
Papers/Draft 
Resolutions 

No No Simple 

Re-order Draft 
Resolutions* 

Yes Yes (1 for, 1 
against) 

Two-thirds 

Divide the 
Question* 

Yes Yes (2 for, 2 
against) 

Simple 

*these motions may only be entertained by the Chair once the committee 
has moved into voting procedure 
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15 | Introduction to GA and Crisis Committees 
 

There are two primary types of committees at IndianaMUNC: 
General Assembly (GA) and Crisis Committees. This education 
guide aims to give students and instructors an introduction to 
these two types of committees, and future education guides will 
elaborate further on each type. 

 
General Assembly Committees 
The General Assembly (GA) is a fundamental format for Model UN committees. 
General Assemblies usually concern current global problems that are likely 
relevant for several regions of the world. The committee moves at a slower pace 
than crisis committees, allowing delegates to combat these issues and be more 
thorough and methodical in their solutions to solve the committee’s problems. 

GAs usually have a mix of beginning and advanced delegates, as the slower 
pace allows delegates more time to react and serves as a good introduction to 
Model UN. Additionally, GAs feature a large number of delegates per room, each 
delegate will most likely have less time to talk during moderated caucuses and 
therefore should focus on knowing what they want to say and say it effectively 
when given time. In GA committees it is important delegates understand how to 
negotiate with a large amount of delegations in order to make an impact in 
committee. 

Crisis Committees 
A crisis committee is a distinct kind of Model UN committee that is structured 
around some extreme political situation, either historical or imagined. The fast-
moving and adaptable flow of debate allows delegates to react quickly to 
unanticipated crises.  
 
Crisis committees are usually reserved for advanced delegates due to this rapid 
and research-oriented setting. Additionally, crisis committees feature fewer 
delegates per room; consequently, each delegate will have the opportunity to 
speak more frequently than he or she would in a General Assembly committee. It 
is essential that all crisis delegates be prepared to take on the various challenges 
presented by the committee.  
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Activity 1 | Public Speaking 
Time Required: 15-30 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Schedule 

Discussion and Overview 

0-5 minutes 
Use this time to explain to your students that 
this activity is meant to get them comfortable 
with public speaking. Explain the directions of 
the activity: Students will be divided into two 
groups: one group will always speak for, and 
one group will speak against. You will read the 
resolution out loud, and students will have 30 
seconds to prepare either individually or talk 
amongst themselves about how they plan to 
advocate for their side of the argument. 

Example: If the resolution states: 
“Globalization is beneficial to all established 
nations,” the two teams will have to defend 
either the “pro” or “con” side of the argument, 
depending on their team. 

Speeches 

10-25 minutes 
After you have read the resolution and the 
students have brainstormed their speeches, 
select volunteers (or choose at random if no 
volunteers) to speak for 1 minute, alternating 
between pro and con teams. If time allows, 
ensure every delegate speaks at least one 
time. Repeat the activity with as many 
resolutions as time allows. 

 

Supplies Needed 

• Time-keeping device 
• List of “resolutions”/debate topics 

Preparation 

• Prepare 2-3 debate topics in the form 
of proposed actions or declarative 
statements (i.e. “One should 
subscribe to all available streaming 
services.”) The topics can be on 
anything you choose, from silly 
debates to topics related to current 
events. They should be topics that 
students can speak on without 
research. 

Purpose 

• Public speaking is one of the most 
intimidating aspects of Model UN, and 
this activity will encourage students to 
get comfortable speaking in front of a 
room. Starting with easy topics that do 
not require any research is a good 
way to begin developing confidence 
within delegates to speak 
extemporaneously. This activity also 
forces students to advocate for a side 
that they may not agree with, which 
happens frequently in committee 
while defending your country’s 
policies. 

*For an added challenge, encourage students to reference past speakers or build off previous arguments in 
their own speeches. This skill will help speakers stand out in debate, and show the Chair that the delegate 
is paying attention and engaged throughout committee. 
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Activity 2 | Purview 
Time Required: 20-35 minutes 

  Supplies Needed 

• Dry erase board/chalkboard to write 
down student ideas in Part 2. 

• Encourage students to access 
laptops/cell phones during the third 
part of this activity to research the UN’s 
powers and functions. 

Preparation 

Research/brainstorm 1-3 ongoing global 
conflicts or issues – something that the UN is 
working on currently or has an interest in 
working on – the UN Website 
(https://www.un.org/en/) can be very helpful. A 
provided example: reducing prevalence and 
risk of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Purpose 

• One of the most fundamental skills in 
Model UN is understanding what you as 
a delegate have the power to propose 
in committee. Delegates often struggle 
with understanding what resources the 
UN has at its disposal and how their 
committee can influence a global 
problem. This discussion-based activity 
is meant to get students thinking about 
possible solutions that are achievable 
via a UN resolution. Students love to 
come up with creative and innovative 
solutions to solve the world’s problems, 
but they must also focus on how those 
policies can be enacted within the 
confines of a UN committee. 

Schedule 

Overview 

0-5 minutes 
Use this time to explain to students the 
importance of understanding their committee’s 
purview. Resolutions (or parts of a resolution) 
that fall outside a committee’s purview will be 
rejected by the Dais at IndianaMUNC VII. 

Brainstorming Solutions 

10-15 minutes 
Choose one of your global issues to present to 
the students for discussion. Ask students to 
brainstorm potential solutions to the problem. 
What would they like to see done? How could 
the international community help in this 
situation? Do not consult UN online resources 
for this portion of the activity. Students should 
be thinking about what they want to see the 
UN accomplish, in the best-case scenario. 

Apply Purview Restrictions 

10-15 minutes 
After students have brainstormed their ideal 
solutions, instruct them apply these solutions 
to fit within the purview of the UN. How can 
these solutions be executed in committee? 
What funding does the UN have to implement 
these solutions? Are their solutions realistic? 
Engage in a discussion with students about 
thinking big, but making sure that their 
solutions are actionable in committee. 
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Name: 

IndianaMUNC VII Rules of Procedure Quiz #1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions: Choose the correct response per IndianaMUNC VII Rules of Procedure. Return to 
your instructor to check your answers. 

Introduction to Parliamentary Procedure – Matching 

A. two-thirds majority       B. simple majority        C. substantive matters       D. purview      E. quorum                 
F. procedural matters      G. speaker’s list 

1. ___ On these matters, all Member States must vote. Abstentions are not allowed. 
2. ___ This includes all draft resolutions, amendments, and divisions of the question. Member states 

may vote yes, no, or abstain from voting. 
3. ___ Refers to the number of delegates that must be present in the room for a committee session 

to be opened and debate to proceed. At IndianaMUNC, this number is one-third of all members. 
4. ___ This is the default form of debate at IndianaMUNC. 
5. ___ The functions and powers of each committee. 
6. ___ A majority in which at least two-thirds of all votes are in affirmation of the matter. 
7. ___ A majority in which there are a higher number of votes in affirmation of the matter than those 

in negation. 

Debate – Fill in the Blank – word bank below 

8. To allow for more focused, fast paced debate on a specific set of issues relevant to the topic, a 
committee may wish to steer away from the speaker’s list and move into a(n) _________________. 

9. During debate, any delegate may motion for a(n) ___________________________, which temporarily 
suspends the meeting to allow for informal debate, negotiation, and writing. 

10. If a delegate feels they have been unduly attacked or insulted by another delegate during a speech, 
that delegate may invoke a __________________. 

11. Also known as “tabling a topic,” when a committee approves a motion to ______________, it puts off 
further discussion of the topic in question until a later point. 

12. The first order of business at the beginning of any committee session is _____________. 

13. If a delegate wishes to suspend debate to allow for a planned break in the schedule, they may motion 
to _______________________. 

14. The motion to _________________ specifies the order in which topics will be debated. 

  

 
      set the agenda               suspend the meeting                right of reply                  unmoderated caucus                 

                            moderated caucus                  adjourn debate                   roll call 
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Rules of Procedure Quiz #1 Answers 
1. F 
2. C 
3. E 
4. G 
5. D 
6. A 
7. B 
8. Moderated Caucus 
9. Unmoderated Caucus 
10. Right of Reply 
11. Adjourn Debate 
12. Roll Call 
13. Suspend the Meeting 
14. Set the Agenda 
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  Name: 

Researching for Model UN: Your Position 
Directions: below are some useful online resources for researching your country assignment at 
IndianaMUNC. Browse these resources to get a feel for how they work. Next, try to answer the 
questions at the bottom of the page using one of these websites. Please note which resource you 
utilized to find your answer. Keep in mind that there is no right answer when it comes to which 
sources you utilized. There may be significant overlap between resources! 

• CIA World Factbook: almanac-style reference resource with extensive information about 
the countries of the world. 

• UN Population Division Country Profiles: provides in-depth information for all UN 
Member States on trends in population, resources, environment, and development 

• BBC Country Profiles: guides to the historical, political, and economic background of 
several countries, typically in timeline format 

• Index Mundi Historical Data Graphs: useful for understanding trends in countries’ 
histories, with features that allow you to compare up to 4 countries via graphs 

• World Bank Country Profiles: provides extensive economic data on countries of the 
world 

• Government Press Releases and Websites: for data direct from the source and helpful 
press releases, check out your country’s state department/foreign affairs ministry website 

1. Tanzania’s per capita GDP in 2017 (in 2017 dollars): ___________ Source: _______________ 

2. Years over which Eritrea was colonized by Italy: ______________ Source: ____________ 

3. Total km of roadways in Burkina Faso is 2010: ___________ Source:_____________ 

4. Life expectancy at birth in Bulgaria in 2013:__________ Source:______________ 

5. Approximate percentage of Mayotte’s population in urban areas in the year 
2000:________Source:_________ 

6.Total population of India in 1975:___________________ Source:_____________________ 

7. Electrical consumption per capita in Singapore in 2018:__________ Source:_______________ 

8. CHALLENGE: a) Over what land did the rulers who used the Maldives as a protectorate in the 
17th century hold sway? b) What nation did the rulers of this land hail from until 1796? c) What 
nation did the rulers hail from starting in 1796? :___________ ___________ ___________ 
Source:_________________________ 
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General Assembly Plenary Committee 
Introduction to Committee 
The General Assembly is the largest of the five main deliberative bodies of the United 
Nations, comprised of all 193 member states. Since its conception in 1945, it has 
served as a forum for debate on a large scope of international issues. The General 
Assembly’s unique structure and inclusivity allow for smaller nations to voice their 
opinions. 
The General Assembly has no power to authorize direct action. Like in most UN 
committees, resolutions passed by this organ are non-binding and have no mandate on 
member states. Its influence is limited to recommendations made towards countries or 
other organizations within the United Nations. Although this organ’s decisions are non- 
binding, they carry considerable weight and generally represent international 
consensus. Additionally, the GA retains the ability to establish boards, councils, and 
other deliberative bodies within the United Nations. This power is unique to the General 
Assembly, and can be exercised for any number of issues.  
 

 
Preface 

In 2015, the United Nations officially adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals as a 
part of the 2030 agenda for sustainable development. The SDGs are essentially a 
continuation of the older Millennium Development Goals (which expired in 2015) and 
are designed to build off their success. Both the SDGs and the MDGs aim to fulfill the 
needs of the world’s poorest populations.Between 2015 and 2030, the United Nations 
is committed to furthering the causes set forth by the SDGs. This committee will be 
concerned with the development goals relating to health, specifically goals 1, 2, 3, and 
6. 

History of the Problem 

On 6 September, 2000, world leaders convened at the Millennium Summit to discuss 
the future of the United Nations in the 21st century. There, they drafted the Millennium 
Declaration, a component of which were the Millennium Development Goals. The 
Declaration was drafted with the intention to "free all men, women, and children from  

 

Topic: Poverty, Health, and Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) 
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the abject and dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty” (Millennium Development 
Goals Report, 2015). The eight original goals, to be reached by 2015, were: 

1. To eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
2. To achieve universal primary education 
3. To promote gender equality and empower women 
4. To reduce child mortality 
5. To improve maternal health 
6. To combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases 
7. To ensure environmental sustainability 
8. To develop a global partnership for development 

Few of the MDGs achieved the specific goals they were set out to achieve, although 
most got very close to doing so. It’s easy to point to the failures of the MDGs and call 
them ineffective, but the reality is that they have not only made concrete progress 
towards their cause, but have spurred public and private institutions around the world to 
contribute to development in impoverished countries. Many of the goals relating to 
health concerns have been highly successful, although they have rarely met their 
specific targets. Health related goals provide good examples. According to The 
Guardian (What Have the Millennium Development Goals Achieved?, 2015), “the 
number of people living on less than $1.25 a day has been reduced from 1.9 billion in 
1990 to 836 million in 2015”. The child mortality rate has been reduced by over 50% 
the past 25 years, falling from 90 to 43 deaths per 1,000 live births. This narrowly 
misses the original goal of 30 deaths to 1,000 births. Global maternal mortality ratios 
have been cut in half, but still have not met the original goal of two-thirds (What Have 
the Millennium Development Goals Achieved?, 2015). 

Other goals have been more successful. Goal 7, for example, was met with 
tremendous success — in fact, it was achieved five years ahead of schedule. The 
original goal was to half the population without access to clean drinking water. By 2010, 
2.6 billion had gained access to water. 

The 2015-2030 Sustainable Development Goals have taken up the torch of continuing 
development. They carry over many of the same principles and focal points from the 
MDGs. They do, however differ in many key aspects. The new agenda is far broader in 
scope and depth: it addresses “the root causes of poverty and the universal need for 
development that works for all people.” Where the MDGs focused exclusively on 
developing countries, the SDGs are designed to apply to rich and poor countries alike.  
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They recognize that sustainable development is a highly complex and interconnected 
cause which is best addressed universally. 

The 2030 agenda focuses far more on implementation than the Millennium agenda 
ever did. It primarily goes to great lengths to mobilize financial resources and induce 
public and private investment alike. Finally, the SDGs address environmental 
sustainability. This is new; the MDGs never address the issue at all. Action has 
presented itself in various multilateral efforts, namely the Paris Climate Accords. 

Current Situation 

The current Sustainable Development Goals are: 

1. No Poverty 
2. Zero Hunger 
3. Good Health and Well-being 
4. Quality Education 
5. Gender Equality 
6. Clean Water and Sanitation 
7. Affordable and Clean Energy 
8. Decent Work and Economic Growth 
9. Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 
10. Reduced Inequality 
11. Sustainable Cities and Communities 
12. Responsible Consumption and Production 
13. Climate Action 
14. Life Below Water 
15. Life on Land 
16. Peace and Justice Strong Institutions 
17. Partnerships to achieve the Goals 

Like all things the United Nations legislates, the Sustainable Development Goals are 
not legally binding. That being said, countries are expected to “take ownership and 
establish national framework[s] for achieving the 17 goals” according to the UN (The 
Sustainable Development Agenda, 2016). The goals can only be implemented by 
national governments and enforced by international cooperation. Strategies for 
sustainable development will be determined by individual governments. 

The Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for 
Development (which we will call the Addis Ababa Agenda), was written in 2015 in order  
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to finance development and thus create more concrete timetables for the 2030 agenda. 
The drafting of the Addis Ababa Agenda is one of the many hallmarks of concrete steps 
the SDGs are taking. 

Bloc Positions 

Developing nations in Africa | most of the progress that the MDGs made was in 
Africa. As was said earlier, the older goals focused only on developing nations. The 
SDGs mark a change in the nature of international cooperation when it comes to some 
of the world’s poorest countries. 

Developed countries | During debates over the Addis Ababa Action Agreement, many 
nations lobbied for an international tax body. Such a body would affect richer countries 
over than poor countries. Although the idea was struck down, many governments and 
third parties may still want to. 

Countries dependent on foreign aid | Many plans set forth by the SDGs have been 
said to dry up routes of voluntary aid, and instead turn financial responsibility over to 
NGOs and the private sector. Although there is little evidence yet of aid reduction, 
these countries must keep in mind we are only two years in. 

Questions to Consider 

a) How should the UN act change its focus with regards to the MDGs and SDGs in 
mitigating the spread of HIV? 

b) How can we more reliably compel sovereign governments to follow SDG 
frameworks? 

c) What have been the largest areas for improvement in the MDG and SDG 
frameworks?  

Conclusion 

The Sustainable Development Goals show promise for development in the near future. 
The United Nations is growing increasingly ambitious tackling large scale issues such 
as poverty, economic development, and environmental damage. Criticism for such 
aggressive projects is ubiquitous even amongst governments. This committee should 
focus on encouraging support for the SDGs and creating concrete, realistic steps 
towards sustaining health development. 
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