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A Letter from the Crisis Director 
 

 

Greetings Delegates, 

Hello and welcome to the year 1236! I am very excited to introduce you to the world of medieval 

Russia. The Mongol hordes are preparing to invade the kingdoms of Kievan Rus’ and it will be up to 

you to change the fate of history. My name is Kyle Tucker and I will be your Crisis Director for the 

duration of this committee. I am a current junior majoring in International Studies and Russian at the 

IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and International Studies. I am also pursuing minors in 

Intelligence Studies and World Political Systems. Besides my role at IndianaMUN, I am heavily 

involved in the IU Russian Flagship Program, as well as working for the recruitment team at the HLS. 

Feel free to ask me any questions about the Hamilton Lugar School throughout the conference. In my 

spare time, I love reading nonfiction, listening to psychedelic rock, and collecting arcane artifacts from 

the Cold War. The issues I’m most passionate about include arms control and nuclear 

nonproliferation. In the future, I hope to work as an analyst on nuclear issues and Russian foreign 

policy. I’ve loved channeling my passion for Russian history into learning as much as possible about 

this time period to create an educational (and fun!) crisis committee for you to enjoy. Despite our 

extenuating circumstances, I look forward to getting to know you all and transporting you to the land 

of Kievan Rus’. 

Sincerely, 

Kyle Tucker  
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Introduction to Committee 
In late 1236, the princes of the ancient 
kingdom of Kievan Rus’ heard troubling reports 
from the eastern frontier of their lands. The 
nomadic peoples of the borderlands were 
being slain by a great military force unlike the 
world had ever seen before: the Mongols. 
Within the span of just a few short years, these 
mighty warriors would bring Kievan Rus’ to its 
knees and continue to rampage and conquer 
into the heart of Europe.  

For the next several hundred years of Russian 
history, rule underneath the “Mongol yoke” 
would be the genesis of modern Russia’s 
alienation from the rest of Europe. The great 
debates of Russia’s place as either a European 
or Eurasian country began in this pivotal 
moment in the 13th century. A Rus’ historian 
proclaimed the direness of the situation, “For 
our sins, unknown nations arrived. No one 
knew their origin or whence they came, or what 
religion they practiced. That is known only to 
God, and perhaps to wise men learned in 
books.”1 

You will now step into the roles of various 

important figures of Kievan Rus’ during the 

years of the invasion. In order to rewrite 

Russian history and repel the Mongols, the 

delegates of this crisis committee must 

carefully and strategically plan a course of 

action and work in tandem to defeat emerging 

threats on all fronts. The choice is yours to 

attempt to defeat the Mongols, submit to their 

will, or forge your own path—the actions of this 

committee will determine the ultimate fate of 

Kievan Rus’.  

 
1Michell, Robert; Forbes, Nevell (1914). "The Chronicle of 

Novgorod 1016-1471". Michell. London, Offices of the 

society. p. 64. 

2Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 23. 

Historical Context 

Origins 
The precise origins of Kievan Rus’ and the 
original tribes that became the ancestors for 
the modern Slavic peoples is hotly contested.2 
These disorganized tribes lived without any 
central organization for millennia until the 
arrival of the Varangians. These people 
created the first unified state in this region: 
Kievan Rus’. It is debated by scholars whether 
the Varangians, also called the Rus’, were 
ethnically Slavic or Scandinavian. The 
prevailing theory stems from the Primary 
Chronicle, written in the 12th century by a 
monk named Nestor. According to this 
account, the Slavic tribes “invited” the 
Varangians to rule over them and impose 
order.3 

The first prince of Rus’, Rurik, established the 
great city of Novgorod in 862.4 Today known as 
Veliky Novgorod to differentiate the historical 
city from the larger Nizhny Novgorod, this city 
was one of the largest trading hubs of Eastern 
Europe for much of Russian history. Rurik’s 
son Oleg continued to unite the Eastern Slavic 
tribes into a formidable force and after much 
conquest established his capital at Kiev, 
located on the banks of the Dnieper River. By 
levying tribute on the countless nearby tribes 
and warring with the nomadic Khazars on the 
steppes to the East, Oleg consolidated power 
as Kievan Rus’ rapidly grew into an economic 
hub. The Dnieper and Volga rivers created a 
profitable trade route “from the Varangians to 

3Cross, Samuel Hazzard. The Russian Primary Chronicle. 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1930. p. 59. 

4Clarkson, Jesse D. A History of Russia. 2nd ed. New York, 

NY: Random House, 1961. p. 29. 
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the Greeks.”5 Eventually, Grand Prince 
Sviatoslav I expanded Kievan Rus’ to become 
the largest state in Europe. However, 
Sviatoslav’s hubris and greed became his 
undoing. Byzantine leader John Tzimisces 
ordered him assassinated during a campaign 
in Bulgaria and Pecheneg warriors made a 
drinking cup of the Grand Prince’s skull.6 

Society & Culture of Kievan 

Rus’ 

Despite the reputation of the Viking-like 
Varangians as fierce and brutal warriors, they 
were ultimately businessmen at heart. After 
surrendering, conquered city-states would 
draw up trade agreements that listed tributes, 
tariffs, and other economic deals profitable to 
the princes of Rus’. At this time, the rivers were 
key. Wax, fur, honey, flax, and other goods 
were shipped downriver to Constantinople and 
beyond.7 Successful traders could often rival 
princes in terms of power and groups of traders 
also formed guild-like associations to manage 
wealth and prices. These evolved into the 
rather democratic veche, which resembled a 
sort of town council.  

In some cases, the vecha were so powerful 
that they could remove uncooperative princes 
from power, most famously in Novgorod.8 
Operating on the principle of unanimity and 
direct democracy, these customs predated the 
arrival of the Varangian princes. For most, 
agriculture was the main way of life. Excess 

 
5Plechko, L. A. Starinnye Vodnye Puti. Moscow, Russia: 

Fizkulʹtura i sport, 1985. 

6Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 23. 

7Clarkson, Jesse D. A History of Russia. 2nd ed. New York, 

NY: Random House, 1961. p. 41. 

8Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 79. 

agricultural products would always be given to 
the local princes as tribute. Society was led by 
the prince, or knyaz, who was advised by the 
druzhina.9 These people became the local 
aristocracy and the boyars of Ivan the 
Terrible’s time. Similar to other societies at this 
time, there was a small group of skilled middle-
class craftsmen (liudi) followed by the much 
more populous peasant (smerdi) and slave 
(rabi) populations. 

Furthermore, the geography of the region 
heavily influenced the society of Kievan Rus’, 
with its effects reverberating much later in the 
development of Russia. During the age of 
Kievan Rus’, most peasants would make their 
farms in the much more forested Dnieper and 
Volga River basins.10 The fertile soil of Ukraine 
caused it to gain the title of “breadbasket” of 
the region, but this reputation stretched back 
even into medieval times. However, this 
position also became very difficult to defend. 
Kievan Rus’ had to fend off invasions from all 
sides, especially from the eastern steppes. 
From the Khazars to Pechenegs to Cumans to 
Mongols, raids from Turkic tribes forced Kievan 
Rus’ to constantly be on guard. 

At its height, the population of Kievan’ Rus 
numbered about eight million with a rather high 
rate of literacy and quality of life for the time.11 
Advances in Kievan law and education peaked 
with the publishing of the Russkaya Pravda, 
the first known comprehensive Slavic penal 
code.12 This code did away with the death 
penalty for most crimes and instituted a 

9Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 49. 

10Clarkson, Jesse D. A History of Russia. 2nd ed. New York, 

NY: Random House, 1961. p. 10. 

11Clarkson, Jesse D. A History of Russia. 2nd ed. New York, 

NY: Random House, 1961. p. 40. 

12Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 45. 
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complex system of taxation in the empire. 
While at first lacking a written alphabet, the 
Christian missionaries Cyril and Methodius 
developed the Glagolitic script, which later 
developed into modern Cyrillic.13 

Although the legendary Russian Orthodox 
Saint Olga converted to Christianity while 
regent of the empire until Sviatoslav came of 
age, Slavic paganism was the main religion 
during early Kievan history.14 The gods in the 
ancient Slavic pantheon are closely related to 
Scandinavian paganism. For example, Perun 
the thunder god resembles Thor and Veles the 
trickster god is similar to Loki.  

Paganism reigned until the rule of Grand 
Prince Vladimir I, who according to legend sent 
envoys to various parts of the world to select a 
new religion for Kievan Rus’. After rejecting 
Judaism, Islam, and Catholicism, the envoys 
were so impressed with the Hagia Sophia in 
Constantinople that Vladimir converted and 
was baptized into Eastern Orthodoxy in 988.15 
However, it is possible that Vladimir converted 
due to political and economic reasons to 
strengthen ties with the Byzantine Empire. 
Regardless, churches were built across Kievan 
Rus’ and the progenitor to the modern Russian 
Orthodox Church grew rapidly. Paganism 
continued to thrive among the peasants for 
several hundred more years as pagan and 
Christian traditions clashed in the phenomenon 
of dvoeverie, or double faith.16 

 

 
13Cross, Samuel Hazzard. The Russian Primary Chronicle. 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1930. p. 62. 

14Zaroff, Roman. “Organized Pagan Cult in Kievan Rus'.” 

Studia mythologica Slavica 47, no. 76 (1999). 

15Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 53. 

16Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 52. 

Decline of the Unified State 
In the ensuing centuries, the descendants of 
Sviatoslav fought among themselves for the 
title of Grand Prince as Varangian and Slavic 
culture intertwined. In every generation, 
fratricide was common. To solve this problem, 
a system developed that “ranked” each city in 
terms of importance.17 For example, the death 
of the Grand Prince in Kiev meant he would be 
replaced by his brother in Chernigov. This 
system weakened the centralized nature of the 
Kievan state. Different principalities rose and 
fell in importance according to the competency 
of each prince. Kievan Rus’ arguably reached 
its zenith during the reign of Yaroslav the Wise 
who ruled until 1054. 

The first signs of real rot occurred in the power 
struggle that emerged following Yaroslav’s 
death. After several weak rulers, constant civil 
war erupted between princes while a new foe, 
the Cumans, attacked from the eastern 
steppes. In 1169, one of the contenders for the 
throne, Prince Andrei Bogolyubsky, sacked 
Kiev and claimed power for himself in his 
preferred capital of Vladimir.18 Kiev declined 
while other principalities like Novgorod and 
Galicia-Volhynia became wealthy and 
powerful. Furthermore, in 1204 the traditional 
ally of Kievan Rus’, the Byzantine Empire, lost 
its capital of Constantinople during the Fourth 
Crusade.19 Catholicism seemed ascendant 
while the foreign trade routes that Kievan Rus’ 
relied upon which stretched to Baghdad 
withered away. 

17Clarkson, Jesse D. A History of Russia. 2nd ed. New York, 

NY: Random House, 1961. p. 31. 

18Clarkson, Jesse D. A History of Russia. 2nd ed. New York, 

NY: Random House, 1961. p. 47. 

19Phillips, Jonathan (2004). The Fourth Crusade and the Sack 

of Constantinople. London: Jonathan Cape.  
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At the same time of the fall of Constantinople, 
a man named Temuchin was bestowed the title 
of Khagan—Great Khan of the Mongol tribe.20 
Unbeknownst to Europe and the princes of 
Kievan Rus’, Genghis Khan embarked on his 
quest to build the second-largest empire in 
human history. 

Current Situation and 

Context 

The Battle of Kalka River 
After uniting various Turkic tribes of Central 
Asia and conquering China, Genghis Khan’s 
generals moved swiftly to topple the Khwarezm 
Empire in Persia. From there, the generals 
Jebe and Subutai committed to a scouting 
mission through the Caucasus in order to 
monitor the western borders of the Cuman-
Kipchak Confederation, one of Genghis Khan’s 
next targets.21 After destroying the Georgian 
army, he routed various tribes north of the 
Caucasus mountains as well as a large 
contingent of Cumans, whose leader fled to the 
Kievan prince of Galich. He implored them to 
assist against the Mongols warning, “Today the 
Mongols have taken our land and tomorrow 
they will take yours!”22 

Following some hesitation, the princes of 
Kievan Rus’ mustered an army after the 
Mongols approached the Dnieper. The 
Mongols sent envoys stating they had no 
quarrel with the Rus’, but Prince Mstislav of 
Kiev broke the cardinal rule in dealing with the 
Mongols—he executed the envoys. The 
Mongols responded with vengeance and 
absolutely decimated the Rus’ force with 

 
20Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 69. 

21Vernadsky, George. (1970). The Mongols and Russia. A 

History of Russia, Vol. III. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

22Wallace, Robert (1967). Rise of Russia. Time-Life Books. p. 

38. 

subterfuge. By giving the illusion of retreat, the 
more mobile Mongols were able to separate 
and then pick off each prince one by one. 
Smoke grenades heightened the confusion and 
by the end of the battle only one in every ten 
men in the Kievan army survived.23 Just two 
princes escaped the ordeal, while the captured 
noblemen were not so lucky. To comply with 
the Mongol rule of not shedding the blood of a 
ruler, Mstislav of Kiev and two other princes 
were rolled into rugs and placed beneath a 
platform of boards. As punishment for killing 
the envoys and resisting the Mongols, they 
were slowly crushed to death by the Mongols 
who feasted and danced atop the platform.24 

Such a terrifying scene seared the brutality and 
power of these invaders from the east into the 
minds of the Kievan nobles. However, the 
Mongols turned around and went home. In 
1223 they were interested in reconnaissance, 
not conquest. In the meantime, Genghis Khan 
died and was replaced by his son, Ögedei 
Khan. After conquering many more lands in the 
interim, there are reports of the Mongols once 
again turning their bloody gaze westward, to 
the lands of Rus’... 

Mongol Strategy and Customs 
The Mongols are well known for their cunning 
and their mobility. Military leaders from 
Rommel to Patton have studied their ideas on 
mobile warfare. By having a well-disciplined 
and trained fighting force with high morale, 
they were able to move quickly on horseback 
to conquer foes. However, the Mongols 
practiced good strategy even off the battlefield. 
They were masters of both diplomacy and 

23Michell, Robert; Forbes, Nevell (1914). "The Chronicle of 

Novgorod 1016-1471". Michell. London, Offices of the 

society. p. 66. 

24Clarkson, Jesse D. A History of Russia. 2nd ed. New York, 

NY: Random House, 1961. p. 48. 
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espionage, often tricking allied enemies to turn 
against each other only to make it easier for 
the Mongols to destroy them both.25 There are 
rumors that after the Battle of the Kalka River, 
spies were left in Europe to report back to the 
Khan’s generals. 

The Mongol tribe also heavily values honor and 
tradition.26 They have many complex rules that 
could be exploited in the right situation. One 
must always show them respect and welcome 
envoys into one’s home. Killing an envoy, 
ambassador, or emissary is a ticket to certain 
death and revenge. While the Mongols are 
ruthless if a settlement puts up any form of 
resistance, if a city surrenders peacefully there 
is a high likelihood that it will be spared. 
Conquered areas must pay frequent tribute to 
lower-level officials who take the bounty back 
to Mongolia. After Genghis Khan’s death, the 
expansion of the empire continued, but 
Genghis’s descendants ruled separate pieces 
of the empire to reduce the possibility of 
infighting.  

Army of Ancient Rus’ 
A unified Kievan military was an extremely rare 
phenomenon during medieval Russian history. 
The most common arrangement was military 
units funded and raised by a particular prince, 
usually in conflict with another prince or raider. 
The most important component of any prince’s 
retinue was the druzhina, a word meaning 
fellowship.27 They were usually the most 
trusted members of a prince’s court who would 
be willing to fight and die for their lord. 
Consisting of heavy cavalry, these are the 

 
25Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 70. 

26Riasanovsky, Nicholas V. A History of Russia. 4th ed. New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1984. p. 71. 

27Sergeevich, V.I. “Veche and the Prince.” Russian state 

structure and administration during the time of the princes of 

Rurikovich, Mamontov, 1867. 

most hard-hitting units a prince could deploy; 
troops rode in on horseback and then 
dismounted to engage the enemy. Volunteer 
militia were also a common occurrence, 
especially in settlements with vecha. Units 
normally numbered in the hundreds, but 
combined forces sometimes consisted of 
several thousand men. 

These militia infantrymen were weakly armored 
and equipped with axes and spears. 28 Swords 
were not widely used, especially among the 
militias, although elite units were sometimes 
equipped with these weapons. Bows and 
arrows were important long-range weapons 
that also helped turn the tide of battle. 
Compound bows were the weapon of choice 
because crossbows could not compete in 
terms of firing speed. Large throwing 
machines, such as trebuchets for sieges, were 
also not unknown in Kievan Rus’.29 

.  

State of the World 
Kievan Rus’: Novgorod Republic 

One of the first cities settled by the Rus’, by the 
1230s this city has become one of the largest 
trading cities in the north. It is by far one of the 
wealthiest principalities of Kievan Rus’. In 
history, it became famous for its primitive form 
of democracy. The town veche could reject 
princes to rule over Novgorod, though this was 
usually done out for political reasons rather 
than an actual judgement of the prince’s 
competence. At the current moment, Novgorod 
is focused on expanding its trade network in 

28Perrie, Mauree. The Cambridge history of Russia. 

Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press, 2006. p. 54 

29Kirpichnikov, A. N. “Throwing artillery of ancient Russia.” 

The history of medieval weapons of the 6th-15th centuries, 

1958. 
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the Baltic Sea with an emerging Hanseatic 
League. However, Novgorod and her sister city 
of Pskov (also ruled by a veche) are 
threatened by the growing power of the 
Livonian Order to the west and Sweden to the 
north.  

Kievan Rus’: Grand Principality of 
Vladimir-Suzdal 

After moving the seat of the Grand Prince from 
Kiev to his hometown of Vladimir, Andrei 
Bogolyubsky treated the other nearby duchies, 
especially Ryazan, with intense contempt. 
Subsequent princes would have to deal with 
the rivalry between royal families in Ryazan as 
well as defend against raids from the Volga 
Bulgars in the east. In the current year of 1236, 
the Grand Principality is thriving with a healthy 
level of trade and agriculture, but the nobles of 
this area crave to have the vast amount of 
control over the other principalities that they 
once did.  

Kievan Rus’: Principality of Murom-
Ryazan 

Conflict between Ryazan and Vladimir in the 
preceding decades have left Ryazan 
weakened. However, intermarriage has caused 
the duchy to be somewhat close with the 
Cumans, who have emphasized that Ryazan is 
likely to be the first to face the Mongol threat in 
the event of their return. To that end, it is 
imperative that Ryazan prepare for any 
eventuality. The fortresses of Ryazan have 
been fortified and food stores from the recent 
harvest are plentiful, but it is impossible to 
prepare completely for a Mongol invasion. 

Kievan Rus’: Principality of Smolensk 

A key trading center in the middle of the 
empire, Smolensk always had a robust 
economy and development even after the 
heyday of Kievan Rus’ had passed. While 
Smolensk has a powerful veche, it does not 
quite have the power and influence of the 

nobles in Novgorod. Instead, this city exudes 
religious influence and has some of the most 
devoted priests and beautiful Orthodox 
cathedrals east of Kiev. The nobles and priests 
of Smolensk demand greater fealty to God and 
the Orthodox church and are outraged at the 
large number of peasants practicing dvoeverie 
or even reverting back to Slavic paganism. 

Kievan Rus’: Principality of Polotsk 

Unfortunately, Polotsk is past its prime. 
Peaking in the 11th century, by the 1230s it is 
one of the weaker areas of Kievan Rus’. Like 
Novgorod, it faces the threat of the Teutonic 
Knights. Fortunately, the Lithuanians, the last 
pagans in Europe, are willing to help defend 
Polotsk against invaders. However, the 
Lithuanian demands for land and even 
independence are growing and some of this 
tribe are conspiring to overrun Polotsk’s 
territory. Fortunately, the princes of Polotsk 
have a good relationship with Poland and can 
sometimes ask them for aid. 

Kievan Rus’: Principality of 
Pereyaslavl 

Pereyaslavl is a duchy on the borderlands of 
Kievan Rus’ closer to Crimea. It was often 
attacked by the Pechenegs and Cumans over 
the centuries, so it is a tad more militaristic and 
less economically developed than many other 
principalities, but nonetheless important and 
highly regarded. It mainly concerns itself with 
maintaining a connection to the Black Sea and 
defending its southern border. Soldiers of 
Pereyaslavl are highly proficient horsemen and 
can ride the steppes quickly on the battlefield 
or deliver messages across the land with ease. 

Kievan Rus’: Principality of 

Chernigov 

Chernigov had traditionally been a great rival of 
Kiev during the early Kievan period. Princely 
alliances and squabbles often united the two 
kingdoms, but after Kiev’s fall in power, 
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Chernigov had become the principal southern 
stronghold of the Rus’ people. At the current 
time it is one of the largest cities in Kievan Rus’ 
population-wise due to its fertile fields and 
healthy harvests. However, it is constrained in 
that it has a large, but not very well-trained 
military that is more fit to guard trade caravans 
than fight battles. 

Kievan Rus’: Principality of Turov 

Turov is a very small and minor Kievan state 
that nonetheless fiercely defends its 
independence, as seen in the Kievan Civil 
Wars between Sviatopolk II and Vladimir 
Monomakh.30 It fears the growing power of 
Galicia-Volhynia and believes the prosperous 
area intends to annex Turov. To that end, 
Turov has also been considering collaborating 
with the newly formed Kingdom of Lithuania 
and its intrepid ruler Mindaugus. Turov is not 
economically powerful but they have a very 
fierce contingent of warriors to utilize in battle. 

Kievan Rus’: Kingdom of Galicia and 
Kingdom of Volhynia 

Volhynia and Galicia had once been two 
separate kingdoms that younger, less 
important princes would get assigned to. 
However, under the leadership of the great 
leader Roman I, the two duchies united and 
massively grew in power. However, upon the 
king’s death the alliance completely fell apart, 
sparking a massive civil war in the region 
between various noblemen and foreign 
adversaries looking to stake a claim in the 
region. Daniel of Galicia, son of Roman I, rules 
Volhynia while a weak Chernigovian puppet 
controls Galicia. Beating back old rivals like 
Hungary and Poland, Galicia-Volhynia is 
currently under a truce that could break down 
at any moment. Nevertheless, this region 

 
30Nora Berend, ed. (2007). Christianization and the Rise of 

Christian Monarchy. University of Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. p. 393. 

always fashioned itself as more “western” than 
the other kingdoms of Kievan Rus’. To that 
end, citizens have developed relationships 
across Europe with Holy Roman Emperor 
Frederick II, among others, and the region 
holds great promise for further growth if peace 
continues.  

Kievan Rus’: Kiev (Kyiv) 

The historical capital city of Kievan Rus’ has 
certainly fallen into hard times. The city never 
quite recovered from its sacking by Prince 
Andrei and subsequent loss of prestige. It still 
has symbolic and historic meaning to those 
who call themselves Rus’, but Kiev is a shadow 
of its former glory and nowhere near as opulent 
as it once was. Due to its decreased 
population, there are fewer people to harvest 
the fields and so the surrounding lands and 
villages have fallen into ruin. However, the city 
itself, after having been rebuilt after multiple 
sackings, is very modern and well-defended. 
There is space inside the city walls for a large 
number of people and it will be a very difficult 
city to invade. 

Empire of Nicaea and the Latin 

Empire 

During the Fourth Crusade, the Pope gave 
express orders not to attack Constantinople. 
Nevertheless, opportunistic crusaders sacked 
the city and the Byzantine Empire, an 
important trading partner of Kievan Rus’, came 
to an end.31 The city is ruled over by a 
crusader government similar to the Teutonic 
Knights known as the Latin Empire, led by 
Baldwin II, which occupies much of Greece 
and the Bosporus Strait. The remainder of the 
Orthodox Byzantine empire split into three 
small states, the most important of which is the 
Empire of Nicea. Run by the noble Laskaris 

31Vasiliev, Alexander A. (1952). History of the Byzantine 

Empire, 324–1453. Univ of Wisconsin Press. p. 546. 

https://archive.org/details/christianization00bere
https://archive.org/details/christianization00bere
https://archive.org/details/christianization00bere/page/n408
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family, they are willing to try anything to defeat 
the Latin Empire and retake Constantinople. 
Emperor John III Doukas Vatatzes is 
considering alliances with fellow Orthodox 
Christians in Bulgaria and the principalities of 
Kievan Rus’. However, the Latin Empire is 
financed by the Venetians and has the tacit 
support of Rome. 

Holy Roman Empire & Papal States 

At this time, the Holy Roman Empire is run by 
Frederick II, an ambitious king who declared 
himself “King of Jerusalem.” He is currently 
engaged in a power struggle with Pope 
Gregory IX and is warring against the Lombard 
League, a group of city-states opposed to 
Frederick’s rule.32 The Pope has threatened 
him with excommunication and has drawn 
many resources away from the Latin Empire in 
order to fortify and defend Rome. Meanwhile, 
Frederick is aware of the Mongol threat, 
hearing what happened at the Battle of Kalka 
River is both impressed at their military might 
and fearful that the Mongols may once again 
try to invade Europe. 

Hungary 

Hungary is another Catholic kingdom that 
operates with a tad more freedom from the 
Catholic Church than other principalities. The 
king of Hungary, Bela IV, wishes to one day 
control the lands of Galicia-Volhynia and is 
trying to marry his young daughter to a willing 
suitor for the right price. Hungary also has a 
rather welcoming population, serving as a 
melting pot in Central Europe during this time 
period. Multiple religions, tribes, and ethnicities 
coexist peacefully in Hungary with little 
persecution. 

 

 
32Ott, Michael. "Pope Gregory IX." The Catholic 

Encyclopedia. Vol. 6. New York: Robert Appleton Company, 

1909. 

Poland 

In Poland, King Henry I the Bearded is on his 
deathbed. While a mediocre ruler, he has 
ruined Poland’s relationship with the Catholic 
church by coming to the aid of Emperor 
Frederick. His son, Henry II the Pious is 
prepared to take the throne. While not 
particularly concerned with the Mongol threat, 
Poland has developed an excellent relationship 
with Polotsk in Kievan Rus’ and several other 
key figures in Kievan politics. 

Lithuania 

The last officially pagan kingdom in Europe, 
the territory of Lithuania was very late to 
consolidate, leaving it in a weakened position 
where it has been abused by all of its 
neighbors. Their leader, Mindaugas, has 
endeavored to create a truly glorious, 
independent Lithuanian state. However, 
enemies surround him on all sides. Despite 
this, he is willing to work with Kievan Rus’ to 
repel crusader knight strongholds on the Baltic 
Sea, but his help comes with a hefty asking 
price: respect, recognition, and land. 

The Livonian Order 

The Livonian Brothers of the Sword are a 
Catholic crusader organization founded by 
Albert of Riga with the express goal of forcibly 
converting the pagan Balts, Finns, and 
Lithuanians of northern Europe.33 Being a 
Catholic organization, they are none too 
friendly to Orthodox Kievan Rus’. The order 
gained immense power in the Baltics, only to 
be decimated at the Battle of Saule against the 
Lithuanians in September 1236. At the 
beginning of this scenario, the surviving 
remnants, led by Landmeister Dietrich von 
Grüningen, have been rechristened as an 

33Urban, William (2005). The Teutonic Knights: A Military 

History. pp. 259–273 
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autonomous branch of the Teutonic Knights: 
the Livonian Order. They are newly 
emboldened to avenge their defeat and pose 
major threats to the security of Novgorod and 
Polotsk. 

 

Committee Issues 
Mongol Invasion 

Scouts have reported that the Mongols 
continue to wage war in the steppes against 
the Volga Bulgars, the Cumans, and other 
nomadic tribes in their quest for domination. 
There is no indication when, where, or even if 
the Mongols will strike in the coming seasons. 
If they do, the only chance of repelling the 
invasion is a well-crafted plan and battle 
strategy that reunites the disparate kingdoms 
of Kievan Rus’ once more. Delegates will also 
be encouraged to create plans to handle 
defense of cities, the evacuation of refugees, 
and other possible situations in wartime. 
Without cooperation and debate, the 
principalities of Rus’ must prepare for utter 
destruction or the possibility of appanage. 

Internal Dissent & Conflict 

The principalities of Rus’ all have varying levels 
of power, prestige, wealth, and religious fervor. 
Each kingdom has its own interests and 
priorities that demand attention. In order to join 
together and repel a Mongol invasion, these 
conflicts must be managed within a timely 
fashion. Responsible leaders will need to think 
about how to manage the disparate interests of 
the people in their kingdoms, which religion to 
promote and ultimately ally with, and how to 
maintain power in tumultuous times. Since the 
weakening of Kievan Rus’ and the fall of 
Constantinople, the hegemony of Orthodox 
Christianity has come into question. Paganism 
is resurgent and some in the region are even 
calling for the blessing of Rome and western 
Europe in order to help stop a possible Mongol 

invasion force. solutions to these debates 
between the duchies must be discussed in 
order to achieve victory in this scenario. 

 

Foreign Policy 

Mongols from the East are not the only threat 
encroaching Kievan Rus’. The Livonian Order 
is eyeing the Novgorodian city of Pskov, the 
Lithuanians hunger for their own state, and 
many Catholics to the west want nothing more 
than to see Kievan Rus’ fall to the Mongols for 
their heresy. Relationships with other 
European powers must be explored in order to 
stop the Mongols. Hurting or betraying allies 
will bring nothing but ruin, but cultivating 
relationships, choosing partners, and 
successfully beating back invaders will 
strengthen Rus’ and give the area a better shot 
at withstanding the Mongol horde. Delegates 
are encouraged to begin diplomatic relations 
with the Empire of Nicaea, the Latin Empire, 
the Papal States, Holy Roman Empire, 
Livonian Order, and other important kingdoms 
in Europe during the 1230s. Even appealing to 
the Mongols themselves may result in some 
success.  

 

Committee Positions 
Alexander Nevsky (Prince of 
Novgorod) 

Son of Yaroslav II, Alexander Nevsky is a 
young man who shows extensive promise. 
Upon Yaroslav’s departure to Kiev, Alexander 
and his brother Fyodor were chosen to lead 
Novgorod. Fyodor died soon afterward of 
illness and at just 15 years old, Alexander is 
now in charge of protecting one of the largest 
trading cities in Northern Europe. War and 
chaos among Novgorod’s neighbors have 
decreased trade in the region and the 
Novgorodian veche is begging for secure trade 
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routes to be restored with the emerging 
Hanseatic League. The main threat to this goal 
is the autonomous branch of the Teutonic 
Knights operating in Estonia: the Livonian 
Order. Pope Gregory IX has ordered the 
conversion of all wayward pagans, and 
Novgorod stands in the way. The Livonian 
Order has opened an embassy in Novgorod, 
but the veche has warned Alexander it is only a 
matter of time before the Order threatens the 
neighboring city of Pskov, followed by 
Novgorod itself. 

Bryachislav Vasilovich (Prince of 
Polotsk) 

Descendant of the Vitebsk line of Polotskian 
princes, Bryachislav became leader of Polotsk 
around 1232. An avid outdoorsman, despite 
being a faithful Orthodox Christian he 
maintains good relationships with the pagan 
Lithuanians and Catholic Poles. Bryachislav 
dreads acting rashly and is a successful 
strategist. He struggles to rebuild the former 
glory of Polotsk, which has seen a slump in 
power and economic activity in recent 
generations. Although friends with Mindaugus 
and the Lithuanians, he is aware that they 
could eventually make territorial claims if 
Polotsk continues to weaken. Like the 
leadership in Novgorod, Bryachislav is also 
concerned with protecting Polotsk from the 
Livonian Order, who care little for the lives of 
both Slavs and pagans alike. One of 
Bryachislav’s famed hunting companions is a 
wolfhound named Volk, who can assist him in 
battle. 

Bulgak the Restless (Pagan Shaman) 

Bulgak the Restless is a peasant farmer who 
moonlights as a spiritual leader, or volkhv in 
the Slavic Native Faith. A volkhv could be 
considered a kind of pagan wizard, mage, or 
wiseman. Although officially outlawed in Kievan 
Rus’, paganism is still practiced among 
peasants, tolerated by noblemen, and 

abhorred by the Orthodox church. Bulgak’s 
peasant heritage taught him the ancient Slavic 
rites and the legends of who he believes to be 
the true gods—obscure figures such as Perun, 
Veles, and Yarilo. Bulgak travels from village to 
village trying to reaffirm the old gods among 
the peasantry. Although said to be experts in 
sorcery, divination, and soothsaying, in reality 
Bulgak and other volkhvi are simply good 
storytellers and healers. With great knowledge 
of philosophy, herbs, and medicine, Bulgak is 
very wise and practical for a peasant. His true 
personal goals are unknown, but many 
consider him to be a friendly wandering 
traveler, helping peasants and upholding the 
old ways of Rus’ before the introduction of 
Christianity whenever possible. 

Cyril II (Bishop of Rostov) 

Cyril II is the abbot of the Nativity of the Mother 
of God Monastery in Vladimir and an extremely 
wise old man. A personal confidant for many of 
the Kievan princes, his diplomatic skills are 
unmatched. Although deeply attached to the 
Orthodox Church, Cyril is well-learned in the 
ways of science and maintains a large library 
at the monastery that collects tomes on nearly 
every subject he could find. He has published a 
number of popular books among the clergy 
with titles such as “On Evil Spirits” and “On 
Heavenly Powers.” Cyril is a native Russian, so 
some peasants hold him in higher regard than 
the current Metropolitan Joseph in Kiev, who 
was appointed by church leadership outside 
Kievan Rus’. During the past several years 
when the Metropolitan position was vacant, 
Cyril led the majority of Russian Orthodox 
dioceses alone. In addition to his skills with 
science, Cyril is also adept at languages, 
including those of Turkic peoples such as the 
Cumans or Volga Bulgars.  
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Daniel of Galicia (Prince of Volhynia) 

Daniel (also known as Danylo) is the master of 
the far western province of Galicia-Volhynia. 
Son of Roman II, the first prince to unite the 
two duchies, upon his father’s death in 1205 
his family was forced to flee to Krakow after the 
nobles of Galicia and Volhynia made 
competing claims on the throne. A proxy war 
soon developed as Hungary, Poland, 
Smolensk, and Chernigov all supported 
different rulers in the fractured kingdom. Once 
he came of age, Daniel returned to claim the 
throne. First gaining control of Volhynia, Daniel 
signed peace treaties with Poland and the 
young Lithuanian king Mindaugas, cementing 
relationships with both pagans and Catholics. 
Daniel also participated in the Battle of Kalka 
River, barely escaping after being wounded by 
a Mongol arrow. Despite fighting side by side 
against the Mongols, Mikhail of Chernigov led 
forces against Daniel to support a new puppet 
king in Galicia: his son. Mikhail and Daniel 
continue to be bitter enemies even after a 
recent truce. Daniel is hellbent on recapturing 
his homeland of Galicia and restoring his 
father’s legacy. 

Dimitri Bashmachkin (royal regent to 
the Prince of Galicia) 

Dimitri Bashmachkin is the royal regent to the 
current prince of Galicia. Prince Rostislav 
Mikhailovich, the 10-year-old son of Mikhail of 
Chernigov and brother of Maria Mikhailovna, is 
the complete opposite temperament of his 
mild-mannered cousin, Alexander Nevsky. A 
child who was spoiled rotten from birth, Dimitri 
gives the young prince whatever he desires, 
but in doing so pulls the strings in war-torn 
Galicia. Rostislav was placed on the throne of 
Galicia by his father to keep the kingdom loyal 
to Chernigov and out of the hands of his arch-
rival Daniel, but Dimitri personally has loyalties 
to no one. As a young man, Dimitri had ties as 
a fixer for the royal family of the Hungarian 
king, Bela IV, who now hopes to gain power in 

Kievan Rus’ by having his daughter marry a 
Kievan prince. Dimitri must carefully balance 
his priorities to keep his young charge satisfied 
while also securing plenty of coin and power 
for himself. 

Evpaty Kolovrat (Knight) 

Evpaty is one of the most famous knights 
errant in all of Kievan Rus’. An incredibly broad 
and muscular man from a peasant background, 
he only takes on contracts that he believes are 
morally righteous. He will protect peasants at 
all costs with his mighty battle axe and will not 
serve a master that mistreats his underlings. 
Evpaty is also a charismatic warrior that can 
rally, calm, or incite the peasantry with his 
deep voice and command of the peasant 
tongue, considered a living folk hero by many 
Kievan citizens. Evpaty openly practices the 
ancient Slavic native faith and prays daily to his 
patron deity, Rod. Able to withstand many 
harsh blows, he is eager to be on the frontlines 
of any conflict that will allow him to protect the 
people. At the current moment, Evpaty is 
stationed within the court of Ryazan, but has 
loyalties to no prince, only to his fellow Slavs of 
Kievan Rus’. 

Iziaslav Vladimirovich (former Prince 
of Kiev and merchant) 

It is said that in Kievan Rus’ there is no better 
conversationalist than Iziaslav Vladimirovich. 
Born to a captured Kievan prince and the 
daughter of a Cuman khan, he is more Turkic 
by blood than Russian. Following the death of 
Roman II in 1205, his family was invited to live 
as minor nobles in Galicia. Once grown, he 
walked a fine line between allying with Daniel 
of Galicia and Mikhail of Chernigov, at times 
working for them both at the same time. In one 
confusing maneuver, he actually managed to 
secure the throne in Kiev for himself for a year, 
before he was thrown out by Yaroslav II. 
During all this double crossing, he found time 
to cultivate large vineyards and became a well-
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renowned trader of fine goods, such as wine, 
furs, honey, and spices. With a large fortune on 
his side, any disagreement Iziaslav cannot talk 
his way out of, he attempts to buy his way out. 
As power hungry as any of the other princes, 
he again desires his own throne and the 
expansion of his successful business empire. 

Joseph (Metropolitan of Kiev) 

Joseph, Metropolitan of Kiev and all of Rus’, is 
the current leader of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church in Russia. Born on the streets of 
Constantinople and raised in an orphanage, 
Joseph flung himself into the church at a young 
age to give his life purpose. Surviving the 
sacking of Constantinople during the Fourth 
Crusade, he is fiercely anti-Catholic and anti-
pagan. Prior to this appointment to the Russian 
metropolitanate, Joseph was a bishop in 
Nicaea, where he supported the Nicaean 
Empire’s efforts to retake the city of 
Constantinople from the Crusaders. Despite 
being a non-Russian, he eagerly accepted his 
new role as the Metropolitan of Kiev, a seat 
which had been vacant since 1233. A fervent 
supporter of the authority of the Orthodox 
Church, Joseph is appalled by reports by 
paganism and dvoeverie in Kievan Rus’. 
Joseph is ready to make a big impact as 
Metropolitan and has grand plans to spread the 
message of the Orthodox Church and hunt 
down any remaining pagans. 

Khan Kotyan (Khan of the Cuman-
Kipchak Confederation) 

Kotyan is one of the khans of the Cuman-
Kipchak Federation (also called the Polovtsy 
by the Russians). Although he has both raided 
and allied with the Kievan princes over the 
years, he simply wants what is best for his 
tribe. Kotyan was the enterprising Cuman khan 
who forged an alliance with Kievan Rus’ to fight 
the Mongols at Kalka River in 1223, realizing 
the grave threat the Mongols posed to all 
civilizations. Following this, Kotyan interfered in 

Kievan politics by helping both sides in the 
Kievan Civil War over Galicia. Kotyan is an 
immensely smart man who knows the Pontic 
steppe like the back of his hand. He is at the 
command of several thousand Cuman warriors 
on horseback. For Kotyan, surrender to the 
Mongols is not an option and he would gladly 
sacrifice himself to save the 40,000 Cumans 
under his protection. Kotyan is already anxious 
after the recent death of his son on a hunting 
trip, an ominous sign of things to come. 

Maria Mikhailovna (Princess of 
Rostov) 

Maria, daughter of Mikhail of Chernigov, is a 
woman well regarded for her knowledge of 
history and the natural world. An exceptionally 
educated woman for this time, Maria was 
mentored by Cyril II and taught how to read 
and write. With her husband away raiding in 
the east, Maria has extraordinary 
independence and is working on a chronicle of 
daily Russian life during the 13th century. She 
is de facto ruler of Rostov, which was once a 
historical capital of the area but is now a 
provincial town in the Vladimir-Suzdal 
principality of Kievan Rus’. She is well 
connected with the people of Rostov and is 
well-liked by peasants because of her 
agricultural and educational reforms. With her 
exceptional knowledge of the history of the 
Kievan region and battles long ago, she is an 
invaluable asset and strategist to help counter 
any attacking foes. While protecting her 
beloved Rostov is her first priority, she is 
interested in uplifting the lives of peasants in 
general and safeguarding her status as one of 
the most influential women in Kievan society. 

Mikhail of Chernigov (Prince of 

Chernigov) 

Mikhail of Chernigov is a very influential ruler 
and one of the most powerful princes in Kievan 
Rus’ on the eve of the Mongol invasion. After 
the expulsion of his father, Vsevolod IV of Kiev, 
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from the title of Prince of Pereyaslavl by 
Vsevolod the Big Nest, he knew that to be a 
great prince he needed to be generous, yet 
ruthless. Mikhail rotated among various 
princely positions during his young adulthood, 
but his other most formative experience was 
his participation in the Battle of the Kalka River 
against the Mongols, where he barely escaped 
with his life. Mikhail intimately knows the 
danger the Mongols pose and is eager to shore 
up the defenses of his beloved metropolis of 
Chernigov, a ripe target for the Mongols should 
they invade once more. Mikhail is bitter rivals 
with Daniel of Galicia after the recent 
conclusion of a bitter civil war in southern Rus’ 
that began during the fight for the reunification 
of the Galicia-Volhynia principality. He is critical 
of Yuri II, the current Grand Prince, but is open 
to working toward a mutual defense of Kievan 
Rus’. Some of his main concerns are ensuring 
the prosperity of Chernigov, modernizing his 
army, and continuing trade with 
Constantinople. 

Oleg the Red of Ryazan (nobleman of 
Ryazan) 

Oleg the Red, a young nobleman without a 
princely title, has been sent by his uncle, Yuri 
Ingvarevich, to represent the principality of 
Ryazan at this council. Oleg’s uncle, father, 
and brothers all believe that the Mongol hordes 
will not dare attack Kievan Rus’ and so sent 
Oleg, the only member of Ryazan’s ruling clan 
to be greatly concerned about the issue. Oleg 
does not expect to sit on Ryazan’s throne, but 
nevertheless feels a great sense of pride and 
duty in protecting his homeland. He does not 
feel hostile toward the principality of Vladimir-
Suzdal because the Grand Prince, Yuri II, 
treated him nicely in Oleg’s youth. Oleg has 
little battle experience but possesses a very 
strong constitution and a firm belief in God. In 
order to commit the forces of Ryazan to a 
particular cause, Oleg must write to his uncle 
and convince him to help. 

Radomir Konstantinovich (Leader of 
the Veche in Pskov) 

Radomir serves as the leader of the 
democratic veche in the city of Pskov. 
Sandwiched between the Livonian Order and 
Novgorod, Pskov has struggled for autonomy, 
but has still succeeded as an inland trading 
center thanks to river access to the Baltic Sea. 
Radomir desires independence for Pskov from 
Novgorod but understands he will need to work 
with other Kievan princes to combat the greater 
threat of the Livonian Order, who occupy 
territory on the opposite side of Lake Peipus. 
As the most prominent member of the veche, 
Radomir holds a lot of clout and can usually 
convince the people of Pskov to use the city’s 
resources for certain objectives. Pskov does 
not have much of a military and must rely on 
defensive positions or call for help from other 
provinces. Still, Radomir cannot sleep at night 
knowing that the Livonian Order, peaceful for 
now, could one day completely wipe Pskov off 
the map. 

Rostislav Sviatopolchich (Prince of 

Turov) 

Rostislav, son of Sviatopolk, is the current 
prince of the minor principality of Turov. He 
became prince after learning that all his older 
brothers were killed by the Mongols in the 
Battle of Kalka River. This small kingdom is not 
very economically powerful, but Rostislav is the 
commander of a small contingent of highly 
trained mercenaries that frequently take on 
contracts from other kingdoms. These 
mercenaries are very proficient in archery and 
are good about setting up or defending against 
sieges. Rostislav is convinced that Daniel of 
Galicia wishes to absorb Turov into his planned 
Duchy of Galicia-Volhynia. During the civil war 
between Daniel and Mikhail of Chernigov, 
Rostislav supported Mikhail and briefly 
occupied the city of Lutsk. Unfortunately, 
Daniel recaptured the city and took Rostislav’s 
family prisoner, where they remain to this day. 
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Although Rostislav is respecting the truce that 
ended the latest Civil War in Kievan Rus’, he 
will stop at nothing to get his family back from 
Daniel of Galicia and protect the principality of 
Turov from all external threats. 

Sviatoslav Mstislavich (Prince of 
Smolensk) 

Sviatoslav, son of Mstislav Romanovich the 
Old, currently sits on the throne of Smolensk. 
As leader of a good size principality in the 
middle of Kievan Rus’, he has been forced to 
defend his throne against his relatives multiple 
times, most recently in the 1220s when Polotsk 
helped him overthrow conspirators and regain 
control of Smolensk. Nevertheless, it can be 
said that Smolensk has probably the second 
most powerful veche in Kievan Rus’. As a 
result, Sviatoslav must bear fealty to the will of 
the nobles and help Smolensk secure trading 
partners. Furthermore, Smolensk has recently 
been swept into religious fervor by the arrival of 
the new Metropolitan of Kiev. As a believer in 
Christ as well, Sviatoslav is certainly amenable 
to the calls for a new wave of religious 
conversions against pagans and continued 
conflicts with any non-Orthodox peoples. The 
Battle of the Kalka River has made Smolensk’s 
military battle-hardened and ready for action 
against all infidels. 

Sviatoslav Vsevolodvich (Prince of 
Pereyaslavl) 

Another one of the many sons of Vsevolod the 
Big Nest (an apt nickname, to be sure) 
Sviatoslav did not mind being a younger son, 
left out of many of the best princely thrones 
and titles. Instead, he became a great admirer 
of art and a successful architect to boot. 
Nevertheless, princely duties eventually called 
and in 1236 Sviatoslav Vsevolodvich is the 
Prince of Pereyaslavl, a smaller, closely 
guarded Kievan principality on the southern 
end of the kingdom. Sviatoslav is a good 
horseman and has ridden into battle a small 

handful of times, but the elite soldiers of 
Pereyaslavl do much of the labor in protecting 
the kingdom. His architectural skills have won 
him praise in Constantinople and Sviatoslav is 
sympathetic to the plight of the Nicaean 
Empire. He dreams that if the former Byzantine 
Empire could be restored, it would be an 
economic boon to Pereyaslavl and allow 
Sviatoslav to experience more beautiful 
architecture. 

Vladimir Rurikovich (deposed Prince 
of Kiev) 

Vladimir was another key player in the Kievan 
Civil Wars between Daniel of Galicia and 
Mikhail of Chernigov and another participant in 
the earlier Battle of Kalka River in 1223. As the 
prince of Kiev at the beginning of the Civil War, 
he was a major ally to Daniel of Galicia. 
However, his men were defeated in battle by 
Cuman raiders hired by Mikhail of Chernigov 
and he lost his throne to Iziaslav. Now 
Yaroslav sits on the throne of Kiev and 
Vladimir would eagerly like to regain his lost 
prestige. At the moment, he has returned to his 
country estate in Ovruch to plot his next 
moves. Out of all the Kievan princes, he has 
perhaps had the biggest fall from grace in 
recent memory. However, he has been one of 
the few princes expressly invited to attend the 
coronation of the new Polish king, Henry II, an 
exceptionally valuable opportunity. 

Yaroslav II of Vladimir (Prince of 
Kiev) 

Yaroslav II is the fourth son of Vsevolod the 
Big Nest and is the younger brother of the 
Grand Prince, Yuri II. A very hotheaded and 
rambunctious nobleman, Yaroslav served 
ineptly as a young man in a number of minor 
princely positions and was constantly 
overshadowed by his older brother. However, 
when Yuri fought their two older brothers for 
the throne after the death of their father, 
Yaroslav supported Yuri and was rewarded 
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with the throne in Novgorod in 1215. Still, he 
quarreled with the veche of Novgorod and was 
repeatedly thrown out of the city, only to return 
to power several months or years later. He did 
lead the Novgorodians in several campaigns 
against the Lithuanians and Livonian Knights. 
Yaroslav is also a frequent womanizer, 
marrying multiple Cuman princesses, and 
cares very little for religion. In early 1236, he 
met with Daniel of Galicia, who urged him to 
move to Kiev and leave his son, Alexander 
Nevsky, on the throne in Novgorod. Yaroslav is 
currently the prince of Kiev, though he would 
like nothing more than to take his brother Yuri’s 
position as ruler of all Kievan Rus’. 

Yuri II of Vladimir (Grand Prince of 
Vladimir-Suzdal) 

Yuri II is the fourth Grand Prince of Vladimir 
and technically the ruler of all Kievan Rus’ 
(although he retains this title in name only 
since the splintering of the principalities in the 
preceding generations). The third son of the 
famous Vsevolod the Big Nest, Yuri II has 
found it difficult to fill his father’s prosperous 
shoes and lacks a true taste for mundane 
politics. Nevertheless, Yuri is a distinguished 
soldier and has proven his worth in many fights 
and successfully defeated his older brothers in 
combat to gain the title of Grand Prince. 
Instead of appearing in court, Yuri often prefers 
to raid the nearby Volga Bulgars from his 
fortress of Nizhny Novgorod, a new city 
founded on the Volga River that serves as his 
base of operations against the nomadic tribe. 
He did not participate in the Battle of the Kalka 
River, though Yuri II did send a small 
detachment to assist in the effort. While 
continuing the family rivalry with Ryazan, Yuri II 
also wishes to win back the vast power that his 
ancestors once had. 

  



 

 

IndianaMUNC VII 
Kievan Rus’: Rise of the Golden Horde 

Indianamun.com 
© Indiana Model United Nations Inc 2018 All Rights Reserved 

18 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

IndianaMUNC VII 
Kievan Rus’: Rise of the Golden Horde 

Indianamun.com 
© Indiana Model United Nations Inc 2018 All Rights Reserved 

19 

 


