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A Letter from the Chair 

Hello Delegates! 

Welcome to IndianaMUNC VII and welcome to the International Energy Agency. My name is Tommy 

Hardie, and I will be serving as your Chair for this committee. I encourage everyone to be as creative 

as possible with their perspective resolutions while always attempting to stay on country policy. I also 

hope you all maintain an open mind throughout the weekend as we navigate the challenges of an 

online conference. Always remember that diplomacy must be showcased at all times. I am excited to 

see what every delegate has to say about these intricate topics and the possible solutions you will all 

propose. 

A little background on me. I am a freshman from Edina, Minnesota studying finance and accounting 

at Indiana University, Kelley School of Business. I have been involved with Model UN all of my high 

school years, competing in various national conferences as well as organizing local conferences for 

my high school. Model UN has been one of my favorite activities since my very first conference and I 

hope that I can make your experience similar to mine. 

Sachin, our Vice Chair, and I cannot wait to meet you all at the conference virtually. We are very 

excited to see what you guys showcase in committee and hope you are too. Additionally, make sure 

to research beyond what is provided in this background guide. This background guide is exactly that, 

a guide. Use it as a jumping off point for other pointed research that relates to both the committee and 

your country. Please feel free to email be at thardie@iu.edu if you have any questions or concerns or 

simply want to talk. Welcome again to IndianaMUNCVII and the International Energy Agency! 

Tommy Hardie 

IEA Chair 
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A Letter from the Vice Chair  

Hello Delegates! 

I am so excited to welcome each one of you to the International Energy Agency committee at 
IndianaMUN Conference VII! I am Sachin Talagery, and I will serve as your Vice-Chair for the weekend. 
I look forward to a weekend of meaningful and dynamic debate that helps us grow together as delegates 
and global citizens. I expect each one of you to serve your respective nation with dignity and respect. 
However, I also encourage you to problem-solve with creativity and resourcefulness. Take this 
opportunity to expand your horizons! 

Before I go on, a little bit about me. I am from Plano, Texas, but I have also lived in Stockholm and 
Bangalore during middle school and junior high. Though I am a proud Texan, I am also a proud South 
Asian-American and Hindu. I started Model UN back in seventh grade when I lived in Stockholm. I had 
the opportunity to work on human rights issues, sustainable development agendas, and even 
conference planning. Currently, I am a freshman at Indiana University, majoring in International Studies 
and minoring in music. I am also in Indiana University’s Arabic Flagship Program, which basically 
means I love learning Arabic enough to go through 3 extra hours of it each week! 

In my spare time, I listen to music, spend time with friends, and work on Arabic. I am also trying to 
relearn my mother tongue, Konkani: a minority language from South India. I am a huge fan of South 
Indian classical music, but I also dabble in Swedish, Tamil, Hindi, and Arabic music. Here on campus, 
I live in the Hamilton Lugar School’s Living-Learning Center, and it has been great to be in a community 
of kind and like-minded individuals. I am always open to any music recommendations in any language 
to mix things up. 

I am excited to meet each one of you and cannot wait to see what we come up with together. In the 
meantime, do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, comments, or concerns, or even 
just want to talk. 

Thank you and stay safe, 

Sachin Talagery 

satalage@iu.edu 

IEA Vice-Chair 
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Introduction to the 
Committee 

The International Energy Agency was originally 

founded in 1974 to ensure the security of oil 

supplies, however, over the years the agency 

has grown to encompass a wide variety of 

issues.  

 

In 1973-1974 many industrialized countries 

were not equipped to handle the new 

restrictions of the oil embargos which were 

being imposed by the major producers of the 

industry. Due to the newly found high prices a 

shock hit the market and effected the economy 

thus forcing the need for an international 

agency for energy security and policy co-

operation. The framework for the original 

committee was held within a treaty known as 

the “Agreement on an International Energy 

Program” (IEA 2015) and maintained the 

emergency response system whose purpose 

was stabilizing markets and the global 

economy. This response system has been 

activated 3 times since the creation of the IEA; 

January 1991 during the first gulf war, 2005 

after hurricane Katrina and Rita, and 2011 

during the Libyan crisis.  

 

While energy security and market stabilization 

remain a main priority, the IEA has evolved 

over the years to better fit the world it serves. 

Today the IEA is at the forefront of the global 

dialogue on everything relating to energy such 

as security, long-term policy, efficiency, 

research, development, etc.. In 2015 the IEA 

approved a new strategy presented by Dr. 

Fatih Birol, to strengthen the Agency’s role as 

an authoritative voice on global energy policy. 

The modernization of the IEA was structured 

under three pillars: strengthening and 

broadening the IEA’s commitment to energy 

security beyond oil, to natural gas and 

electricity; deepening the IEA’s engagement 

with major emerging economies; and providing 

a greater focus on clean energy technology, 

including energy efficiency (IEA 2015).   

 

The responsibilities of this committee are 

straightforward: you will be building a policy 

framework that helps Small Island Developing 

States (SIDS) to grow their local economies 

and power infrastructures in a way that is both 

economically and environmentally sustainable. 

To excel in this committee, you should be 

knowledgeable about the pressing issues that 

nations, particularly islands, face in building an 

energy infrastructure as well as possess the 

ability to effectively collaborate and work with a 

variety of countries and perspectives. Most 

countries have very different opinions on which 

solutions to these topics will be truly effective 

frameworks. Delegates must address the 

disparities between countries in economic 

wealth, cultural values, and realistic access 

alongside idealism in finding resolutions. 

Diplomacy and collaboration must always be 

kept in mind and delegates must consider this 

a top responsibility. 

 

Over the course of 3 days, committee will be 

moving at a fast pace. Prewriting is strictly 

prohibited; not only does this exclude the ideas 

of others, but it prevents the collaboration 

needed to come up with a successful 

resolution. There will be plenty of time in 

committee to debate the respective topics and 

come up with effective solutions. It is expected 

that throughout these three days every 

delegate will participate in committee through 
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substantive speeches that move the progress 

of the committee and collaboration with others 

when writing resolutions. 

 

Topic 1 |  
Providing Sustainable 
Energy Sources 
 

History 
Over the last decade the world and the U.N. 

have pursued a daunting task: to provide the 

world with sustainable energy. Providing 

sustainable energy sources is one of the most 

pressing issues facing society today, especially 

with growing concerns towards the climate. 

The adoption of the new U.N. Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015 signified a 

new level of recognition for alternative energy. 

SDG 7 specifically calls for access to 

affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern 

energy for all.  

Over the past 6 years the number of people 

without access to energy sources has been 

slowly decreasing until 2019 when we hit an 

all-time low of 770 million. However, due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic the trend is being 

reversed (International Energy Association 

2020). In addition to simply providing access to 

energy the IEA is also attempting to provide 

sustainable sources which has proven to be a 

great challenge. Some of the earliest 

sustainable energy sources ever date back to 

waterwheels and windmills in 15th century 

Europe. Modern innovations in sustainable 

energy have made incredible progress and 

have made energy more efficient and cleaner, 

with sustainable sources like solar cells, dams, 

wind turbines, etc., but that does not mean that 

it is an easy feat to implement these expensive 

solutions, particularly into a country that has 

never used large-scale energy grids. The main 

challenges have been both educating these 

small communities as well as integrating 

technologies into a country that are more 

expensive but much more sustainable. 

Overall, access to energy has been increasing 

and now the problem lies in ensuring that the 

energy that countries are exposed to and 

utilize is clean and sustainable. Many of these 

countries that are in need of this resolution are 

small developing communities and will almost 

certainly need outside assistance to achieve 

long-term sustainability. 

Current Situation 
Sustainable energy alternatives exist and are 

becoming more widespread and attainable; 

however, a huge disparity exists in todays 

world when it comes to these energy 

alternatives. Many areas around the world 

have never had any reliable forms of energy at 

all, the greatest of these hotbeds lay in sub-

Saharan Africa and small island developing 

states (SIDS) (Chalvatzis and Ioannidis 2017). 

One of the biggest problems we face today is 

quickly integrating these areas with modern 

sustainable energy solutions instead of 

allowing them to fall back into a rotation of 

inexpensive coal plants. 

 

Due to the nature of these regions they do not 

have the resources necessary to provide the 

materials or knowledge needed to construct, 

train, and operate new energy plants. Thus, the 

need for outside assistance through aid 

programs such as Energy Development in 

Island Nations (EDIN) and other country 

sponsored pilot programs.  
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Formed in 2008 EDIN attempts to provide a 

guide to energy development for regions and 

countries (National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory 2010). One of the usual barriers for 

SIDS when it comes to energy is cost, 

however, the US has found that simply building 

upon existing sources instead of starting from 

scratch begins to make new energy 

alternatives financially feasible.  

 

USVI 

The U.S. Virgin Island (USVI) pivot project has 

attempted to integrate existing power plants 

into indigenous renewable resources to 

improve energy efficiency. The goal is to have 

renewable energy generation and efficiency by 

2025. Not only will this achieve a 60% 

reduction in fossil fuel consumption but also 

generate new green jobs and protect the 

environment (National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory 2010). 

 

New Zealand Pilot Project 

New Zealand has been working to address the 

possibility of utilizing geothermal electricity as 

an alternative to high-cost diesel. Their initial 

research was based on 20 Pacific island 

nations and today their solution accounts for 

over 17% of New Zealand’s supply of energy 

(Ministry of Business, Innovation, & 

Employment n.d.).  

 

Iceland Dominica Development 

Iceland has worked to utilize its model of 

transition from fossil fuels in its Dominica 

Collaboration pilot. The goal of this pilot is to 

provide support for capacity-building efforts 

based on hydropower potential. In addition to 

the proposed hydropower alternatives Iceland 

is attempting to address economic, social, and 

environmental crises in the Commonwealth of 

Dominica (National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory 2010). 

 

Another huge factor in the debate for providing 

energy for all is the tension between climate 

change and sustainable energy. Currently, in 

the United States, coal plants are more 

expensive than renewable energy plants and 

many sustainable alternative solutions. 

However, this is not the case in most parts of 

the world. Not to mention the fact that 

renewable options are much less accessible in 

less wealthy parts of the world. This brings the 

argument of money into play for many nations. 

In the past most have preferred to side with the 

cheaper less sustainable option which has a 

drawback on the climate. However, recently 

countries such as Fiji, the Marshal Islands, and 

Vanuatu have begun to focus on renewables 

instead of their traditional way of importing 

climate harmful fuel (Burger 2015).  

 

As if this issue was not a big enough problem 

already, we are now tasked with the 

implications of a pandemic. COVID-19 has 

thrown a new obstacle into this growing 

problem, specifically, in sub-Saharan Africa 

where the number without electricity is set to 

increase from its already high 75%. Even 

without the pandemic it is important to realize 

that progress is uneven; as a whole the 

number of people without access to energy is 

at a record low. At the same time, sub-Saharan 

Africa just reached 75% without access and 

that number only continues to grow. Since 

2000, over 1.1 billion people have gained 

access to electricity in developing areas of 

Asia, although two thirds of that progress has 
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been concentrated within India. India has 

progressed from 33% of the population being 

without energy in 2000 to less than 1% in 2019 

(Clean Energy Access Network 2016). While 

India sees significant growth in advancing their 

renewable energy resources, many other 

countries in Asia have yet to see that growth. 

 

Currently, the world is looking for solutions to 

this challenging and growing issue. It is your 

job to establish a framework that can 

encompass the vast array of issues that come 

with building a sustainable energy grid. A 

variety of variables ranging from wealth 

disparities to climate change should be 

included in your decisions.  

 

Bloc Positions 
 
North American Bloc: 

The North American bloc is comprised of 

countries that generally have already made 

strides towards sustainable energy. In recent 

years that record has wavered but in 

comparison to the rest of the world, this bloc is 

often known as the providers and leaders of 

this issue. 

South American Bloc:  

In South America, many states try to adhere to 

their commitments to climate change and 

sustainable energy. Nonetheless, large 

powerhouse states in the region continue to 

favor oil and fracking. As in other regions, 

these countries are plagued by private 

interests in their politics which makes it ever 

more difficult to implement sustainable options. 

 

African Bloc: 

The African Bloc has made progress on this 

issue but still has a long way to go in terms of 

sustainable energy. Most countries have made 

the necessary commitments to both the African 

Union and the U.N. Unfortunately, 

implementation has been a problem 

particularly in rural communities. 

European Bloc: 

The European Union has been a consistent 

leader in the field of sustainable energy. Many 

countries around the world have partnered with 

the E.U. to achieve sustainable goals and 

initiatives. Similar to the North American bloc, 

this bloc is considered a leader on this topic. 

Asian Bloc: 

States in Asia have pledged themselves to the 

SDG’s. Yet, due to an increasing population, 

they are finding it difficult to meet the 

sustainable part of the energy requirements. 

They instead have been focusing on providing 

cheaper and easier ways for their citizens to 

access energy. 

Questions to Consider 
• How can we make sustainable energy 

options attainable for developing 

countries while maintaining support from 

our wealthy counterparts? 

• How can NGO’s play an active role in 

the situation at hand? 

• What checks will be integrated to ensure 

the effectiveness of the agreed upon 

measures? 

• What is sustainable energy? 
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Topic 2 |  
Protecting Power Grid 
Systems from Natural 
Disasters 
 
History 
Power systems are one of the structural 

foundations of modern society and their ability 

to function and operate is essential to our well-

being. Within the past 50 years we have seen 

a drastic increase in natural disasters mainly 

due to increasing effects of climate change. In 

recent years, these events have escalated to a 

level at which many localized power 

grids/plants have been damaged beyond 

repair. Many power systems are ill prepared for 

such events. In 2008, Southern California was 

struck with an unprecedented snowstorm 

resulting in the loss of power for 14.66 million 

households (Cantelmo, Melina and 

Papageorgiou 2019). In 2011 Japan faced a 

now common level earthquake leading to a 9-

day power loss of over 4 million households, 

and in 2012 Hurricane Sandy caused power 

outages for millions on the eastern coastline of 

North America. These disasters continue to 

happen at increasing rates and their effects are 

felt by developing countries and the world at 

large (Cantelmo, Melina and Papageorgiou 

2019). 

 

While natural disasters have been a main form 

of power plant destruction, they are not the 

only form. Over 70% of power plant failures 

occur due to other reasons such as cyber-

attacks, equipment failure, malfunctions, 

supply shortages, and vandalism. It is 

important to take these factors into account 
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simply because attempts to rebuild or relocate 

power plants have a high chance of attracting 

unwanted side effects. For example, in 2013 

during routine repairs and upgrades to the 

Metcalf California power plant, workers and 

electricians were attacked by gunfire and which 

resulted in 17 destroyed electrical transformers 

(Battling the Extreme: A Study on the Power 

System Resilience 2017). 

 

Additionally, climate change and 

unprecedented events are threatening the lives 

and safety of residents. Those lives are put 

exponentially more in danger when power 

outages that last for day if not weeks occur in 

the midst of a natural disaster. 

 

Current Situation 
The world is urbanizing which signals a greater 

need for reliable power grids. By 2050 more 

than two-thirds of the world’s population is 

projected to live in urban areas (Gu 2019). The 

number of reported disasters is growing and 

due to this continued urbanization, the fallout of 

these disasters continues to rise. As greater 

numbers of people move to live in at-risk 

areas, there will be a greater impact of such 

natural disasters and power outages. 

 

In a study conducted by the U.N. centering 

around 1,860 cities with 300,000 or more 

inhabitants they found that 1,087 cities were 

exposed to at least one natural hazard during 

their study. Simply moving these cities is not 

an option nor is it feasible. All the while, these 

cities and their power grids continue to risk 

destruction or being exposed to high risk 

disasters (Gu 2019).  

 

The main reason these grids fail is not because 

the band frequency fluctuates to much or a 

breaker exploding but rather a varying of 

different causes pending the natural disaster. 

While the most common threat these grids face 

is debris destroying transmission lines, 

generation stations, or substations there are 

also other less common but equally harmful 

threats. Floods cause landslides which in turn 

erode and destroy the foundations of 

transmission towers while space weather has 

the potential to causes geomagnetically 

induced currents (GIC’s) which have the 

potential to destroy the entire transmission 

network. (Karagiannis, et al. 2017). There are 

many different forms that natural disasters can 

take, and they all affect power grids in different 

ways but all in all they destroy the grids and 

thus power during a devastating time for a 

country. 

 
 

Many of the cities referred to above suffer from 

power loss in addition to their natural disasters. 

While they have tried to build up their 

infrastructure regarding the growing problem it 

has been to no avail. Large physical facilities 

simply won’t provide long-term solutions if the 

storms keep increasing in size to destroy it 

again. Most importantly the trend has been that 

cities that border the ocean are at greater risk 

bringing into play the SIDS. SIDS are 
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surrounded by water given that they are 

islands and coupled with their lack or 

resources to combat the growing threat they 

are left to the mercy of nature. One storm 

might be all it takes to severely damage a 

power grid. And, unlike developed nations, 

SIDS likely don’t have the resources to have 

the grids repaired speedily which results in a 

recovery from a disaster without the aid of 

power. 

  

Another facet of this problem stems from the 

location of these disasters. These storms are 

not centralized in areas of development or 

poorer nations but rather more common in fully 

developed areas and SIDS. The biggest fallout 

happens in bigger urban centers that are in 

close proximity to the ocean due to the amount 

of people affected. Overall, due to the nature of 

this topic many eyes will turn towards those 

bigger and already developed cities because 

that is where the highest number of effected 

people are, however, these cities often times 

have the resources to recover from such 

disasters unlike SIDS. 

 

On another note, in regards to politics, many of 

these countries are suspicions of foreign actors 

when it comes to upgrading their power grids 

(Burke 2015). Not only does this destroy 

cooperation between nations and allies but it 

prevents useful solutions from reaching other 

countries in need. For example, if China found 

a viable solution to withstanding hurricanes the 

chances of the USA accepting and 

implementing the solution is very slim thus 

compromising the lives of citizens. Not only 

would this cause tension and distrust between 

these bigger countries but it would also have a 

trickledown effect to their smaller allies. If the 

USA refuses to utilize a new solution because 

it is made by China then chances are Puerto 

Rico, the Virgin Islands, and many other 

smaller nations with close ties to the USA will 

also refuse causing more lives to be put at risk. 

 

Bloc Positions 
Developed Countries (allies with the United 

States) |  

The alliances in this bloc have stood since the 

beginning of the Cold War. While the mainland 

countries in this group already have stable 

power grids, the islands that they control such 

as Puerto Rico, Guam, the Seychelles, and 

others that they have influence over have need 

for more secure energy sources. All of these 

countries are affected by the changing climate 

and those engaged in the Paris Climate Accord 

will particularly be looking for sustainable 

solutions. 

Developed Countries (allies with China) |  

This bloc has, at times, competed for 

technological dominance with many countries 

of bloc 1. These countries, particularly China, 

will also be hoping to find sustainable and 

renewable energy solutions. It may be a 

challenge for countries in this bloc to give up 

aspects of their national sovereignty due to a 

history of imperialist policies affecting and 

implemented by these nations. 

Developing Countries |  

These countries have the most to gain and the 

least to lose. Due to their lack in resources and 

slight inability to aid developed countries in 

construction they will most likely be vying for 

infrastructure upgrades of their own regardless 

of if they need it or not. This is a prime 
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opportunity for members of this group to 

demand stronger and more durable power 

grids for the future growth of their nations. This 

bloc will include SIDS, and as such this bloc’s 

work should include the particular needs of 

such communities. 

 

 

Questions to Consider 
• How can smaller countries with less 

resources contribute to the solution? 

• How will politically opposite countries 

cooperate and what will be needed to 

ensure the use of their resources? 

• What will be done to ensure that future 

and more severe disasters do not 

reignite this problem? 

• What role will combatting climate 

change have in perspective resolutions? 
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Topic 3 |  
Growing a Sustainable 
Economy 
 

History 
Growing a stable and sustainable economy is 

an end goal of many developing nations and it 

has been attempted many times throughout 

history. According to the WWF “a sustainable 

economy is one that is resilient and provides a 

good quality of life for everybody. It stays within 

the limits of the planet and helps keep global 

warming within the well below 2°C threshold” 

(World Wide Fund for Nature 2020). 

 

Throughout history countries and nations have 

pursued their goals whether it be by building 

empires and/or raging economies, with little to 

no regard of the consequences. Some of the 

first forms of environmental degradation that 

began to occur was deforestations and a 

drastic loss of soil fertility which was caused by 

increased farming, mining, and logging. All of 

this to keep up with the new progress (Pisani 

2007). Many of the problems that occurred 

then are still occurring today but due to the 

industrial revolution and the introduction of new 

environmentally harmful materials an extra 

hurdle has been introduced.  
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From the start in 1945 the UN has been 

working to “achieve international co-operation 

in solving international problems of an 

economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian 

character and in promoting and encouraging 

respect for human rights and for fundamental 

freedoms for all . . .” (United Nations 2020). 

Over the years a new global understanding 

between countries has been that sustainable 

development that promotes economic 

opportunity is one of the surest ways to reach 

the UN’s main goal.  

 

The addressing of growing sustainable 

economies on a global scale dates back to the 

UNCED of 1992 in Rio de Janeiro. This 

conference was the largest gathering of world 

leaders at the time and was solely focused on 

addressing the need for sustainable 

development and environmental protection 

worldwide. Many things were considered such 

as the regulation of toxic chemicals, hazardous 

wastes, biotechnology, and agricultural 

practices. One of the main points that resulted 

from the conference was the three pillars which 

have been the set standard ever since when 

referring to this issue.  

 

The Three Pillars (United Nations 2020): 

 

“Environmental pillar: It was previously 

known as the primary reason for sustainability. 

It continues to play a major role and has been 

further integrated into the corporate 

environment.” 

 

“Economic pillar: The economic pillar has the 

most innovative potential to combine 

sustainable practices, technology, and money-

making tools.” 

“Social pillar: The social pillar is focused on 

health, wellness, and education of the people 

with the quality of life as one of the major 

priorities.” 

 

When looking at current sustainability initiatives 

we can see aspects of each of the three pillars, 

environmental, economic, and social. All 

perspective resolutions should incorporate 

aspects of each of these pillars. I also invite 

you to research more into the UNCED 

conference in Rio de Janeiro as it lays a 

precedent for what has been done/countries 

believe can be done in regard to this issue.  

 

Current Situation 
Currently the problem has split into 2 different 

facets: turning current economies sustainable 

and simply building economies.  

 

Many economies today simply do not exist in a 

recognizable fashion or rely on environmentally 

harmful means to maintain the status quo. 

Almost 40% of the population of the developing 

world lives in extreme poverty. These people 

need an economy that gives them the 

opportunity to build their lives. At the same 

time, building that economy is easier said than 

done. One of the longest ongoing debates 

around the world is if sustainable development 

is actually feasible for areas that do not have a 

stable economy such as SIDS and developing 

nations. What will happen to developing 

companies if sustainable policies such as 

subsidy removal, fuel restrictions, 

governmental oversight, etc.… are 

implemented? Can it create new jobs? Will it 

reduce the poverty line? In this stage of an 
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economy a fundamental concept arises that 

has been one of the hardest to address; profit 

versus environment (Giraldo 2019). 

 

Many regions have attempted to achieve 

sustainability where it did not exist before. A 

newfound solution being utilized in Africa is 

partnering with NGO’s to implement an agri-

business sector in communities/regions. This 

new area has companies which focus both on 

traditional agriculture but also investment into 

research and development (R&D) for 

technological innovation to continue growing 

the sector (Adenle, Manning and Azadi 2017). 

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) has been 

working on an alternative solution to jump start 

their local economies, including tourism. Based 

on a case study of Bahrain the GCC has found 

that an increase in tourism has a direct effect 

on a region’s local economy thus the 

implementation of such a model (Alhowaish 

2016). 

 

For regions that implement new economic 

growth solutions successfully their pay off is 

increased welfare for the entire community. 

According to Global Trends (2020) strong 

economies have inverse trends when 

compared with localized poverty, meaning 

economic growth has the potential to pull 

communities out of deep poverty and provide 

opportunities for others to grow.   

 

While it is important to actually build 

economies up in developing regions to many 

regions around the globe it is also important to 

address the current economies that are failing 

to meet the thresholds for sustainability. With 

our rapidly growing population we continue to 

use resources that are not renewable. A main 

example falls on the tech industry which 

utilizes rare metals such as palladium. If these 

resources run out, then prices will skyrocket 

along with inflation rates which in turn does not 

bode well for the common citizen. The same 

scenario can be said for many other natural 

resources thus the need for sustainability.  

 

Overall, the main difference between 

developing countries and developed countries 

on this issue is the role the environment plays. 

For developing countries pressures from 

population growth, inefficient technology, weak 

governance, poor health sector, and poverty 

cause them to be a precedence towards 

growth over the environment. In terms of 

developed countries, they already have 

achieve their growth at the expense of the 

environment and now are attempting to right 

their wrong (C.R.Bascom 2016). 

 

The main challenge for developed countries 

when it comes to becoming sustainable does 

not have to do with their economy but rather 

concentrating their efforts. Many developed 

countries either lack financial resources to 

sustain sustainability, are faced with other 

priorities such as war or natural disasters, are 

plagued by politics, or suffer a lack of efforts at 

a municipal level (International Young 

Naturefriends 2019)  

 

Overall sustainability is possible; however, the 

solution will require a concentrated and 

coordinated effort to achieve. 
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Bloc Positions 
North American Bloc: 

The North American bloc is maintained of 

countries that have maintained strong 

economies and have a good track record of 

working towards sustainability. There has also 

been a history of politics creating barriers to 

achieving their goals, however, these countries 

along with their allies have been leaders on 

this topic. 

South American Bloc:  

In South America and the Caribbean, many 

nations have been developing their economies 

if they are not fully functioning already. The 

challenge comes when a states economy is 

reliant on industrial production which has been 

a huge cause of a changing climate. Many of 

these local economies thrive because of their 

commitment to factories which makes any 

resolution involving the limiting of industrial 

complexes/processes difficult to support. 

African Bloc: 

The African Bloc has made progress on this 

issue but still has a long way to go in terms of 

sustainable economies. Currently each region 

has been working independently to solve this 

problem which has left some nations ahead 

while other still struggle. The main focus for 

many of these counties should fall on ensuing 

a stable economy as a majority of these 

nations do not yet possess one.  

European Bloc: 

The European Union has been a consistent 

leader in the field of sustainable development 

and economies. Many countries around the 

world have partnered with the EU to achieve 

sustainable goals and initiatives. Similar to the 

North American bloc this bloc is also 

considered leaders on this topic. They also 

have a great track record of innovative ideas 

and funding those ideas for the wellbeing of 

other nations. 

Asian Bloc: 

States in Asia have pledged themselves to the 

SDG’s, however, due to an quickly increasing 

population they are far from having sustainable 

economies. This is mainly due to the lack of 

regulation coming from their governments. 

Many of these countries have chosen to 

prioritize their industrial economies and tech 

sectors over the wellbeing of the environment.  

 

Questions to Consider 
• What will be of greater importance, the 

economy, or the environment? 

• How do you gain the cooperation of 

industrial powerhouses and ensure they 

follow new regulations? 

• What accountability measures will be 

taken regarding the regulation of 

countries? 

• Where will efforts be concentrated? In 

building new economies or fixing current 

ones? 
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